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ABSTRACT

Topical drug delivery such as creams and emulsions are most widely used in the treatment
of skin diseases. It offers advantages such as non-invasiveness, direct drug delivery at the site of
action, patient compliance and lower cost of treatment. However, topical formulation development
faces challenges in the market in terms of critical evaluation parameters for understanding the
effect of manufacturing process variables, the role of excipients and the effect of its compositions
and skins buffering capacity. The main objective of the first project was to investigate the effect
of different manufacturing process variables which can influence the microstructure thereby
understanding the influence of process parameters on the performance of these creams. The
custom-made formulation with the application of nile red for visualization of globule size in o/w
creams was used for this study. The results revealed that the difference in globule size has
influenced textural properties and yield stress. This study elucidated the relationship between the
globule size and performance of creams. The second study was aimed to evaluate the influence of
incremental change in the concentration of a surfactant on the quality attributes and performance
of semisolid topical products. The critical quality attributes of these products did not differ
significantly but there was a significant difference in their permeation flux-time profile. One of the
major reasons was found to be due to the rate of change of thermodynamic activity during the
process of evaporative metamorphosis. In the third project, we evaluated the buffer capacity of
topical products as a critical quality attribute and impact of buffer capacity on the performance of
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topical products. In this project, we investigated the role of the buffering capacity of formulations
as a critical quality attribute. Herein we found that skins buffering capacity can alter the pH of
formulation on the application site. The results showed that the creams with poor buffer capacity
would end up changing their pH and match with the skin’s pH. Whereas, the formulations with
buffer restricted the physiological interaction of skin with the formulation pH and sustained the
original pH of topical product for a longer time.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Skin is the largest organ and an integumentary system of the human body. It accounts for
a total surface area of approximately 2 m2 having thickness ranging from 0.5 to 4 mm or more
depending upon the part of body. It performs various functions, such as providing a protective
barrier from the external environment (e.g., defending against microbial infection, inhibiting the
entry of chemicals and toxins, preventing dehydration), regulating body temperature, and
producing vitamin D [1]. The skin is also the most exposed organ and is prone to several physical
and environmental stressors. Furthermore, autoimmunity, dysregulation of the stratum corneum
regeneration, drug-induced skin hypersensitivity, and many other reasons can result in skin
disorders. As such, the skin is susceptible to various disorders and diseases. Topical dermatological
products, which can be administered easily and are convenient in terms of portability, are used in
treating a variety of skin disorders such as psoriasis, skin cancer, etc. Drug products topically
administered via the skin, falls into two broad categories, those applied for local action and those
for systemic effects [2, 3]. Local actions include products applied on the surface of the skin, those
that exert their actions on the stratum corneum, and those that modulate the function of the
epidermis and/or the dermis. Common products in the former category include creams, gels,
ointments, pastes, suspensions, lotions, foams, sprays, aerosols, and solutions. Creams, ointments,
and gels generally are referred to as semisolid dosage forms [4]. Two categories of tests, product
quality tests and product performance tests, are performed with drug products to provide assurance
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of batch-to-batch quality, reproducibility, reliability, and performance. Product quality tests are
performed to assess critical quality attributes such as assay, identification, content uniformity, pH,
microbial limits, and minimum fill and are part of the compendial monograph. Product
performance tests are conducted to assess drug release from the finished dosage form. Though the
research has advanced at a multi fold rate but there is various parameter that need to explore.
Creams are semisolid dosage forms that contain one or more drug substances dissolved or
dispersed in a suitable base. This term traditionally has been applied to semisolids that possess a
relatively soft, spreadable consistency formulated as either water-in-oil or oil-in-water emulsions.
However, more recently the term has been restricted to products consisting of oil-in-water
emulsions or aqueous microcrystalline dispersions of long-chain fatty acids or alcohols that are
water washable and more cosmetically and aesthetically acceptable. Foams are the emerging
topical dosage form which are also emulsified systems packaged in pressurized containers or
special dispensing devices that contain dispersed gas bubbles, usually in a liquid continuous phase,
that when dispensed has a fluffy, semisolid consistency [5-9].
Critical quality attribute is a parameter or characteristic which ensures the desired quality target
product profile. Any deviation in quality attribute can result in inferior product which can deviate
the patient’s perception about the quality of product and be huge in production point of view for
industries.
One of the major quality attributes is globule size of the semisolid O/W type dosage form. Globule
size of the active drug substance in semisolid dosage forms is determined and controlled at the
formulation development stage. When applicable, semisolid drug products should be tested for
any change in the particle size or habit of the active drug substance at the time of batch release and
designated stability test time points that could compromise the integrity and/or performance of the
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drug product, as appropriate. Another such critical factor is pH of semisolid dosage form. As per
US FDA guidelines, semisolid drug products should be tested for pH at the time of batch release
and designated stability test time points for batch-to-batch monitoring. Because most semisolid
dosage forms contain very limited quantities of water or aqueous phase, pH measurements may be
warranted only as a quality control measure, as appropriate [9-13].
A performance test for generic topical drug products must have the ability to measure drug release
from the finished dosage form. It must be reproducible and reliable, and although it is not a
measure of bioavailability, the performance test must be capable of detecting changes in drug
release characteristics from the finished product. The latter have the potential to alter the biological
performance of the drug in the dosage form. Those changes may be related to active or
inactive/inert ingredients in the formulation, physical or chemical attributes of the finished
formulation, manufacturing variables, shipping and storage effects, aging effects, and other
formulation factors critical to the quality characteristics of the finished drug product. Product
performance tests can serve many useful purposes in product development and in post-approval
drug product monitoring.
Development of any quality product involves three critical control over the following:
1. Quality raw material/ API
2. Quantity to be used in optimized formulation
3. Process development
For semisolid topical drug products (creams, emulsions, etc.), the FDA requires Q1 and Q2
similarity for generics. Q1/Q2 similarity may also be recommended when in vitro methods for
demonstrating bioequivalence are proposed [9, 10, 14]. Their definitions are as follows:
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•

Q1 (Qualitative sameness): the test product uses the same inactive ingredient(s) as the
reference listed drug (RLD)

•

Q2 (Quantitative sameness): concentrations of the inactive ingredient(s) used in the test
product are within +/-5 % of those used in the RLD

Q1/Q2 sameness may be demonstrated with a formulation table showing the inactive ingredients
and their quantities relative to an RLD. However, this approach is not always enough for complex
generic drug products. While Q1/Q2 sameness provides a good starting point for matching the
performance of an RLD, it is not always enough when it comes to complex generic drug products.
For some complex ANDAs, Q3 similarity must also be considered:
•

Q3 (Microstructural similarity): the arrangement of matter (physical and structural properties)
is like the RLD

Q3 similarity mitigates the risk associated with physicochemical variations in a generic drug
product, including, but not limited to:
•

Differences in the polymorphic form of a drug

•

Differences in rheology

•

Differences in crystallinity that can impact drug diffusion

When evaluating products such as emulsions and multi-phase creams, these physicochemical
properties can have a significant impact on the performance of the generic drug product. As a
result, for topical ANDAs it is recommend supporting with Q3 evaluations as suggested by Shah
et al., 2015. With the recent advances in this area, a topical drug classification system has been
suggested, which are as follows [2]:
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• Q1/ Q2 same; Q3 same
Class 1 • Considered for biowaiver
• Q1/ Q2 same; Q3 different
Class 2 • Considered for bioequivalence studies
• Q1/ Q2 different; Q3 same
Class 3 • If excipients are inert, considered for biowaiver
• Q1/ Q2 different; Q3 different
Class 4 • Considered for bioequivalence studies

Figure 1: Topical drug classification system
Process Development controls the quality of drug product. In topical manufacturing,
mechanical mixers, such as a steel jacketed kettle with agitator are commonly used to prepare
semisolid preparations in pharmaceutical industry. The use of mechanical shear or a combination
of fusion processes and mixing can be used to facilitate the dispersion or dissolution of the
ingredients in the base to form a stable O/W emulsion cream [3]. Emulsion products are prepared
by means of a standard two-phase blending process forming either an oil-in-water emulsion or
water-in-oil emulsion. Semisolid preparations may require further modifications. Homogenization
speed and time can be significant processing factors that may affect physical stability (e.g.,
coalescence of droplets, phase separation) and homogeneity. Time, temperature, and mechanical
energy inputs are the three major variables in the manufacturing of semisolid preparations. The
process parameters for these three interrelated factors need to be identified and carefully controlled
to produce batches with consistent quality. The initial mixing temperature should be high enough
to ensure the intimate mixing of liquid phase and to prevent the premature crystallization and
5

congealing of its components. The aqueous and oil phases can be mixed by the addition of the
discontinuous phase to the continuous phase and addition of the continuous phase to the
discontinuous phase. The effect of addition order and the rate of addition on the drug product
quality attributes should be evaluated. Furthermore, because cooling rate can influence the final
product quality, different cooling rates after melting, mixing, and emulsification steps should be
investigated as a process variable.
The stage at which the active ingredient is added to the semisolid mixture may be critical and
should be identified. Some active ingredients may be dissolved at high temperature and recrystallized during the cooling stage, resulting in larger crystals. In this case, the active ingredient
can be charged to the cooled down cream base via a powder reduction system or through a slurry
addition and simultaneously mixed into the cream base to avoid the re-crystallization problem. A
visual check is a useful simple confirmatory step to ensure all solids have dissolved/melted or the
phase is uniform before proceeding to next step. Microscopic checks should also be carried out to
decide homogenization speed and time for the final product required to ascertain proper
incorporation of drug substance to the base and to match the microscopic appearance of the RLD,
which includes drug particle size, droplet size, etc.
Thus, apart from excipients used in the formulation design, delivery of the compound into the skin
from a topical drug product can be very sensitive to alterations in the manufacturing processes.
This is attributable to the fact that the manufacturing process can have a profound impact upon the
microstructure of drug product. Thus the goal of process development of generic drug products is
to achieve a similar arrangement of matter as the RLD (i.e., Q3, same components in same
concentration with the same arrangement of matter (microstructure) as the reference-listed drug),
which provides assurance of similar critical quality attributes to those of the RLD [5, 6]. Q3
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microstructure sameness includes identical rheology, type of emulsion (O/W emulsion, W/O
emulsion, and globule size), and physical state of drug in semisolid system (Polymorphic form,
solubilized drug vs. dispersed solid drug, particle size of drug particles) compared to those of the
RLD. Also, it is prudent to provide information to address whether the drug product manufacturing
process may alter the polymorphic form of drug particles in the drug product development. It is
essential during the process of generic product development to explore the effect of process
variables on the drug product quality attributes through an experimental design and to identify a
range of process parameters for a robust drug product manufacturing. It is important to be aware
of issues and pitfalls of being not Q1/Q2/Q3 linked to the RLD so they can be properly managed
to ensure technical and regulatory success. This lead my first project to study identify the range
and effect of critical process parameters for a robust topical semisolid dosage form. During
formulation development the researcher study determines the optimal concentration of each
ingredient, at this stage, generic companies use reverse engineering to identify the concentration
of each ingredient. But in many cases qualitative (Q1) and quantitative (Q2) similar products differ
in functionality, even though they have similar microstructural(Q3) attributes which has a complex
milieu of mesophase and colloidal structure that comprise the final dosage form. Since these
semisolid topical formulations are very complex as compared to other dosage forms such as tablets.
Excipients used in each topical formulation has its own characteristic function, which may or may
not get influenced by the functionality of other excipients in the same formulation. The role of
various excipient in the quantitative attribute for topical semisolid dosage forms such as O/W
emulsion is undermined and its influence on the performance of the product. It is also very crucial
to explore, how systematic variation in quantitative attribute (Q2) of excipient while maintaining
qualitative attribute (Q1) and process variables same, can influence the microstructure and
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performance attribute of the dosage form. This lead my second project to explore the proactive
role of excipients having a quantitative variation which can influence the formulation
characteristic. There we want to explore how variation in surfactant profile (which should not have
more than (NMT) 5 % deviation to ensure Q2 similarity) is important for the study to develop
emulsion. can influence the performance of O/W emulsion based topical dosage form.
Apart from development of topical drug product, the intended site of application on skin is also
extremely critical. Understanding skin physiology is still a challenge and has been focus of
research for dermatologist around the world. When considering the performance of topical drug
product, it varies tremendously form person to person, anatomical site and time of application of
one person, apart from other conditions like age, disease, etc. The major barrier layer of skin, the
stratum corneum, consists of an interstitial lipid pathway and a proteinaceous cellular
compartment. Drug molecules penetrate the skin primarily through the tortuous and continuous
intercellular path. Transport of topical drugs, especially with the aid of solvents and enhancers
used in the formulation, may also occur through a transcellular route, the hair follicles, or sweat
ducts. Only the drug in the molecular state can penetrate through the skin. Occluded skin facilitates
drug transport through the hydration mechanism. Skin with diseased conditions, such as atopic
dermatitis, psoriasis, and warts, may have effects on the barrier property of skin, which must be
considered for the drugs geared toward these skin diseases. From a drug delivery perspective, the
pH of the formulation and at site of action can play critical role in the driving force for penetration
of drug through the skin. The skin pH typically ranges from 5-6 depending on the hydration but is
varies from morning to afternoon to evening depending on environmental factors, skin conditions,
etc. Skin is known to have buffering ability and considered act as acid mantle to protect our body
from harsh environment conditions. The pH of skin is critical in increasing the availability of active
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ingredients in therapeutic form and thus providing the thermodynamic state such that a larger
driving force for transporting the active through the skin occurs. However, pH of skin changes
with hydration and environmental factors. Thus, a drug which is present in a super-saturated
solution in topical dosage form is in a metastable state and, hence, may convert back to its stable
form. This changes the permeation profile and flux of the drug through skin. Understanding the
buffer capacity of skin and topical products, can a critical quality attribute for its efficiency. This
lead my last project of thesis, to evaluate and understand the buffering capacity of skin with
different formulations prepared at different pH conditions. We also evaluated the impact of
different buffering capacity of topical products on the pH of skin in human subjects. Developing
and understanding the relationship between the buffering capacity and change in pH of topical
products post application on clinical applications [9, 13, 15-17].
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CHAPTER II
EFFECT OF CRITICAL PROCESS VARIABLES ON THE CRITICAL QUALITY
ATTRIBUTES AND PERFORMANCE OF O/W TOPICAL SEMISOLID CREAMS
Abstract
Topical creams are heterogeneous products in which the dispersed phase is distributed uniformly
within a continuous phase. The microstructural characteristics of a cream predominantly depend
on the manufacturing process variables. The objective of the present study was to investigate the
effect of processing variables on the critical quality attributes of oil in water (O/W) cream products.
The second objective was to investigate the influence of microstructural differences in the topical
creams on in vitro drug permeation. A set of cream products that were compositionally identical
were formulated with variations in the manufacturing variables (homogenization speed and
duration) to result in microstructural differences across the products. The creams were
characterized for their appearance, globule size, rheology, texture properties, stability and in vitro
drug permeation. It was observed that the systematic variation in manufacturing variables for a
cream (Q1/Q2 similar) can progressively influence the Q3 (microstructural) characteristics. We
found that homogenization speed during manufacturing of creams had a profound impact on the
globule size (1.7 ± 0.05 to 9.9 ± 0.40 µm) and on visual appearance. The difference in globule size
has influenced textural properties and yield stress. In addition, the maximum permeation flux
decreased with increase in the globule size linearly. This study elucidated the relationship between
10

globule size and performance of creams.
Keywords: Topical creams, microstructure, critical quality attributes, manufacturing variables,
performance parameters.
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1. Introduction

Topical semisolid formulations are being widely used for the treatment of local and systemic
disorders. Topical products can be formulated in various forms such as ointments, gels, creams,
lotions, solutions, and foams[14]. Creams are one of the most commonly used semisolid forms
which are generally either oil in water (O/W) or water in oil (W/O) type emulsions. Creams are
prepared using different manufacturing processes, each of them is associated with several variables
that could impact the quality of the finished product [15-18]. Moreover, the microstructure of
products could differ from each other despite the product composition being identical (Q1 and Q2
identical) depending on the variables implemented during manufacturing of creams [15, 19-22].
The objective of this project was to explore the effect of some of the variables of the
homogenization process on the microstructural (Q3) characteristics of topical O/W creams. The
objective was to evaluate the impact of microstructural differences on the performance attributes
of the product. Therefore, creams with same composition (Q1 and Q2 identical) and with different
microstructures (Q3 characteristics) were prepared using different manufacturing conditions and
characterized.
2. Material and Methods
2.1. Materials
Nile red was purchased from Sigma-Aldrich, St. Louis, MO, USA. Ethanol 200 proof was
purchased from Decon Laboratories, Inc, PA, USA. The formulation excipients Cetostearyl
alcohol, Cremophor A25, Cremophor A6 and propylene glycol were from BASF Corporation, NJ,
USA. Mineral oil was purchased from Spectrum Chemicals, CA, USA. Purified water was used in
all the preparations.
2.2. Preparation of Creams
12

Nile red, a lipophilic fluorescent dye was incorporated as a marker as it predominantly localizes
in the dispersed oil phase in an o/w emulsion [21-24]. The composition of the cream formulation
is given in Table 1. 1 mg of nile red was weighed (0.0005% w/w of cream weight) and dissolved
in mineral oil prior to preparation of the formulations.
First, the lipid phase components were melted by geometric mixing in a thermostated glass vessel
maintained at 80 ºC. Simultaneously, in another glass vessel, aqueous phase components were
heated to 80 ºC. Both the phase was mixed together in a thermostated vessel at 80 ºC using a
Silverson® homogenizer (Model: L5M-A, Silverson Machines, Inc., MA, USA). The
homogenization variables were speed and time. After homogenization for a specified time, a
controlled gradual cooling protocol was followed until the temperature of formulation reached 25
ºC in 25 mins.
The homogenization speed selected were 500, 1000, 3000 and 5000 rpm (F1-F4) for a
homogenization duration of 20 min. To investigate the effect of homogenization duration on the
microstructural characteristics of cream, creams were prepared at 3000 rpm with homogenization
duration 10 and 40 min (F5 and F6), as shown in Table 2. One of the cream formulations was
prepared at 3000 rpm for 20 min, like other creams, except that the cream was allowed to cool
gradually in its own accord without using the programmed cooling process (F7) (Table 2).
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Ingredients

Quantity (% w/w)

Cetostearyl alcohol

7

Mineral oil

12

Cremophor A25

1.5

Cremophor A6

1.5

Propylene glycol

8

Water purified

70

Table 1: Composition of cream formulations.
Formulation

Homogenization
speed (rpm)

Homogenization
time (mins)

Average globule
size (µm)

F1

500

20

9.9±4.33

F2

1000

20

5.7±1.14

F3

3000

20

2.9±1.25

F4

5000

20

1.7±0.41

F5

3000

10

4.3±1.34

F6

3000

40

4.4±0.88

F7*
3000
20
*Cooling protocol was not followed for F7 cream

4.3±0.99

Table 2: Variations in process variables incorporated in custom made creams and the average
globule size.
2.3. Appearance
2.3.1. Macroscopic appearance
The color difference across the formulations was expressed using a handheld colorimeter (PCECSM1, PCE America Inc., USA). It measures different color spaces (L*, a*, b*, C*, h* values)
for each of the products. An equal quantity of creams was taken in an individual sample holder for
analysis. All color measurements were taken using conditions of standard illuminant D65 and
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Specular component included (SCI) while LED blue light source with silicon photoelectric diode
sensor was used. The color difference between the different creams was expressed using the
parameters which are used to identify color differences using Commission Internationale de
L’Eclairage (CIE)[23].
2.3.2. Microscopy and globule size
For microstructural observation under a microscope, 10 mg of cream was applied on a clean glass
slide, a film applicator with the gap adjusted to 10 µm between applicator blade (Gardco® Microm
II applicator blade, Japan) and glass slide was used to prepare a film. With the application of slight
pressure on the slide, the applicator was pulled slowly to form a uniform film on the slide. The
slide was observed under a confocal microscope using a 40X objective. The excitation wavelength
used for nile red was 515 nm and the emission wavelength were 525-605 nm. 514 nm laser and a
BP filter of 530-600 nm were used to view the globules. The images were acquired using Zeiss
LSM 510 confocal microscope and processed through Zen Lite software. For each cream, we
considered the mean diameter of randomly distributed 50 globules, measured using the Zen Lite
software. The d10, d50, and d90 are commonly used to represent the midpoint and range of the
globule sizes of a given sample [24]. The 10%, 50% , and 90%, ‘d’ values were determined from
the S-curve of cumulative distribution.
2.4. pH measurement
In-Lab Micro® pH probe was calibrated using buffered pH standards of pH 4, 7 and 10. One gram
of cream was filled in a container and tapped to remove any entrapped air. A standard buffer
solution of pH 4 and of pH 10 was used to check the accuracy of the probe before each
measurement. After each measurement, the probe was washed with DI water and 70% ethanol,
alternatively in three cycles. Similarly, the pH of the aqueous phase was measured after phase
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separation by ultra-centrifugation (TLA55 rotor, Beckman Coulter Inc., USA), at 55000 rpm for 4
h. The pH of each cream and its respective aqueous phase was recorded as an average of three
replicate measurements.
2.5. Water activity
Water activity was measured using Aqualab® water activity meter (Series 3E, USA). 1 g of cream
was dispensed into the sample cup using a positive displacement pipette. The cream was spread
uniformly to cover the bottom of sample cup holder evenly using a glass rod. The sample cup
holder was placed in the sample chamber until an equilibration value was attained. The sample
was later replaced with a cup holder containing activated charcoal in the sample chamber to clear
any residual humidity in the chamber.
2.6. Rate of drying
120 mg of cream sample was dispensed and spread uniformly in a plastic cup having surface area
8.0 cm2 (15 mg/cm2). These cups were placed an incubator oven (Fisher Scientific Isotemp 550D
Incubator Oven) at 32 °C for 150 mins and change in mass was recorded at every 10 mins during
the first 60 mins followed by every 30 mins till the weight of the residual content become constant.
Thus, the loss on drying at each time point was estimated as percent loss by the weight using the
equation:
ℎ % = [(

ℎ −

ℎ )/

ℎ ] 100 …equation 1

2.7. Texture analysis
Texture analysis was conducted at room temperature (25 ± 1 °C) using a Texture Analyzer (TAXT2i, Texture Tech. Corp., Scarsdale, NY) equipped with a TA-3 acrylate cylindrical probe. The
test was conducted in compression mode. The conditions for analysis and set of parameters used
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are given in Table 3. The texture analyzer is equipped with an analytical probe connected to a
motor that enables vertical probe displacements to be measured. The cream was filled in the base
plate having aperture of 30 mm diameter fixed to the base plate. The probe penetrates the cream
and retracted to measure different texture parameters (work of adhesion, firmness, and stringiness)
from the curve. Detectors recorded sensor position and resistance to its displacements. All
measurements were recorded in triplicate every time in compression mode[25, 26].

S.No
1

Parameters
Pre-test speed (mm/sec)

Compression mode
2

2
3
4
5

Test speed (mm/sec)
Post-test speed (mm/sec)
Trigger type
Trigger force (N)

2
10
Auto force
0.05

6
7
8
9

Target mode
Distance (mm)
Return distance (mm)
Points per second

Distance
1.5
5
500

10

Probe

TA-3 soft matter acrylic

Table 3: The instrumental setting of Texture Analyzer (TA-XT2i, Texture Tech. Corp., Scarsdale,
NY).
2.8. Rheology
Rheological studies were conducted using a TA HR2 rheometer (TA Instruments, New Castle,
DE) equipped with 25 mm parallel plate. The experiments were conducted at 32°C and the
temperature was controlled using a Peltier stage. To avoid sample slippage at the rheometer plates,
the plates were covered with adhesive backed 600 grit sand papers. A gap of 500 µm between the
parallel plates was used for the rheological investigations. After loading the samples in between
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the plates, the samples were allowed to relax for 5 minutes. The relaxation process was captured
using time sweep experiment (low frequency and low strain). Amplitude sweep test and thixotropic
loop test were conducted on each sample. The samples were allowed to relax for 5 minutes in
between two experiments[21, 22, 24, 25].
2.9. Determination of Spreadable area (Smax) study
Spreadable area of each cream was determined on human volunteers as per protocol approved by
an institutional review committee of the University of Mississippi. Three operators determined the
spreading ability of each cream on five volunteers. The forefinger tip was used to apply the finite
amount of creams on the hairless region of the forearm. The cream was spread in a rectangular
pattern across a surface area of the skin and the maximum area of spreading was calculated.
2.10. In vitro permeation profile
2.10.1. Preparation of porcine epidermis
The freshly excised porcine skin was washed with saline and subcutaneous fat was removed. The
epidermis was isolated by heating the skin for 2 min at 60°C. The isolated epidermis was dried and
stored at 4 °C, until further use. Before mounting the epidermis for permeation study, it was thawed
for 2 h at room temperature. The epidermal barrier integrity was tested by measuring Transepidermal electrical resistance (TEER). The epidermis having a TEER value ≥ 20 k Ω cm2 and
without physical damage was used for in vitro drug permeation studies.
2.10.2. Experimental setup
Permeation study across the epidermis was performed using vertical Franz diffusion apparatus
(Logan Instruments, Somerset, NJ). The epidermis was sandwiched between the two chambers
(donor and receiver) of a Franz diffusion cell having an active diffusion area of 0.64 cm2 with the
temperature maintained at 32 ± 1°C using a circulating water bath. The receiver compartment was
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filled with 5 mL of freshly prepared hydro-alcoholic solution using phosphate buffered saline
(PBS) (pH 7.4) with 20% v/v ethanol. The finite dose of cream was applied (15 mg/cm2) uniformly
across the active diffusion area of the porcine epidermis. The permeation studies were carried out
for a period of 32 h and samples were analyzed using fluorescent plate reader (SpectraMax M5,
Molecular Devices, USA) at excitation wavelength 515 nm and emission wavelength 525-605 nm.
2.11. Stability study
The stability studies were carried out for all the creams at 25 ± 2 °C, relative humidity 60 ± 5%
and 40 ± 2 °C, relative humidity 75 ± 5%, for 90 days. The change in globule size distribution over
90 days was measured to represent the stability of all creams [26].
3. Results and Discussion
3.1. Appearance
Creams prepared were identical in composition. However, their overall appearance (intensity of
color) was different from each other indicating differences in the microstructure of the products as
shown in Figure 2. The color of the creams was measured using a handheld colorimeter and Table
4 shows the L, a, b, C, h values for each of the products. In L, a, b color space, L indicates the
lightness, ‘a’ is red/green coordinate and ‘b’ is yellow/blue coordinate. Whereas, C and h use
Cartesian coordinates to represent a color in color space. L, C, and h use polar coordinates where
‘C’ specifies Chroma and ‘h’ denote hue angle. The data in Table 4 distinguishes the color of
cream products quantitatively. The differences in the size distribution of dye filled oil globules are
likely the reason for the difference in the intensity of the color of the creams. It was evident from
the trend lines plotted in Figure 3-a and b, that the Lightness and Hue values decrease with increase
in globule size. This study shows that measurement of colorimetric parameters could serve as a
primary tool to identify any microstructural differences in formulations.
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F1

F2

F4

F3

F5

F6

F7

Figure 2: Appearance of custom-made creams with same composition and different globule size.
Parameter
L
a
b
C
h

F1
74.5±1.25
13.4±0.06
3.1±0.07
13.8±0.07
13.1±0.24

F2
78.7±0.24
13.4±0.07
4.7±0.04
14.2±0.07
19.4±0.05

F3
83.2±0.24
10.3±0.26
6.4±0.10
12.2±0.27
31.8±0.29

F4
F5
F6
F7
84.0±0.06 83.0±0.35 82.9±0.09 83.0±0.11
10.6±0.21 9.5±0.20 11.7±0.09 11.2±0.12
8.0±0.06 6.1±0.06 8.1±0.11 7.5±0.08
13.3±0.19 11.3±0.20 14.3±0.13 13.5±0.14
37.0±0.46 33.0±0.30 34.6±0.17 33.8±0.06

Table 4: Quantitative determination of custom made creams by colorimetric analysis.
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Figure 3:a) The relationship between lightness of creams (L) and globule size; b) The relationship
between hue values (h) and globule size of creams.
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3.2.Microscopy and globule size
The homogenization speed was found to have a significant impact on the globule size of the
products. The localization of nile red dye in the dispersed oil phase rendered the globules distinctly
visible under a confocal fluorescence microscope (Figure 4). At constant homogenization duration,
the globule size decreased with an increase in the homogenization speed (Table 2). The average
globule size ranged from 9.9 ± 0.40 to 1.7 ± 0.05 µm across the seven cream formulations. At 3000
rpm, the duration of homogenization did not influence the average globule size.

Figure 4: Confocal images of seven custom-made creams at 40X magnification in Zeiss LSM
510 confocal microscope.
3.3.pH of creams
The pH of all creams was in the range of 5.6-5.7. There was no significant difference in the pH
between creams and the respective aqueous phases separated by centrifugation. It is evident from
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the results that different processing conditions did not result in pH difference in the creams despite
the difference in the microstructure.
3.4.Water activity and rate of drying
Water activity represents the thermodynamic energy status of water present in a pharmaceutical
system. Water activity would influence the rate of evaporation of water from the applied region
leading to rapid metamorphosis changes in the cream. The water activity of all the creams was
found to be in the range of 0.937 to 0.944. The changes in critical process parameters did not seem
to impact the water activity of creams, likely because the continuous phase comprises of a profound
amount of water. There was no significant difference in the drying rate between the creams which
could be attributed to the clustering of water activity values of different products within a narrow
range. There was about 50% loss in contents in all the creams by the end of 40 min.
Texture analysis
An acrylate texture probe was used to study the textural properties of the creams. Work of adhesion
represents the total amount of energy involved in the withdrawal of the probe from the surface and
determined by the area under the force versus time curve. The work of adhesion (N.sec) was found
to have an inverse relationship with globule size (Figure 5-a and b, respectively). Firmness is
determined by penetration of probe where the compression force is determined as the function of
deformation. In this parameter, the resistance force of the creams is measured relative to the
penetration of a flat circular probe. The firmness of creams showed an increment with a decline in
globules size, a similar trend was also observed with the homogenization time. The stringiness is
the distance that the cream extended during decompression before separation from the probe.
Stringiness did not show any trend with a change in globule size nor with homogenization time.
The seven creams differ significantly in firmness and stringiness as given in Figure 6-a-b.
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Figure 5:a) Work of adhesion parameter in texture analysis of seven creams; b) The relationship
between the work of adhesion and globule size of creams (n=3).
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Figure 6:a) Firmness values of seven creams and; b) Stringiness value of seven creams analyzed
by Texture Analyzer (TA-XT2i, Texture Tech. Corp., Scarsdale, NY) (n=3).
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3.5.Rheology
Figure 7 displays the storage modulus (G’) and loss modulus (G”) for 7 samples obtained from
amplitude sweep tests. G’ represents the elastic response of the material, whereas, G” represents
the viscous response. For all these samples G’ has been found to be higher than G” because of the
presence of structure in these materials (Table 5). At low strain, both G’ and G” were found to be
almost independent of applied strain. At higher strain, a decrease in both G’ and G” and a crossover
have been observed. Beyond crossover, the samples behave like a liquid, indicating deformation
and breakdown of the structure.
Yield stress can be estimated from the amplitude sweep data using tangent analysis method, as
shown in Figure 8. The F6 sample has the highest yield stress of ~ 160 Pa, and the F1 sample has
the lowest yield stress of ~20 Pa.
The samples were also subjected to thixotropic loop tests. With increasing shear rate (forward) a
drop in viscosity (shear-thinning behavior) was observed, whereas, viscosity gradually increases
with the decreasing shear rate (backward). All these samples, as shown in Figure 9, display a
hysteresis loop, which indicates that the deformed structure in the forward loop did not recover
completely in the backward direction. The yield stress was found in inverse trend with globule size
(y = -9.7532x + 128.6, R² = 0.66) as shown in Figure 10 (F6 sample was considered an outlier).
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Figure 7: Rheological behavior of the creams as a function of strain amplitude obtained in
oscillatory shear experiments at small frequency of 1 Hz.
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Figure 8: Yield stress of the creams obtained from tangent analysis in oscillatory strain sweep
experiment at small frequency of 1 Hz.
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Figure 9: Hysteresis loop associated with thixotropic behavior of the creams in flow sweep
experiments. The data obtained in two steps, shearing the creams from low to high shear rate
followed by shearing in reverse process from high to low shear rate.
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Figure 10: The relationship between the yield stress and globule size of creams.
Formulation
F1
F2
F3
F4
F5
F6
F7

G’ at low strain, Pa
550
1550
1300
1800
1350
3000
2000

Table 5: Storage modulus (G’) for seven creams obtained from amplitude sweep tests.
3.6.Spreading area
The spreading area (Smax values) for creams F1- F7, were found to be 43.3 ± 3.03, 40.9 ± 0.46,
39.6 ± 0.74, 41.8 ± 1.60, 40.2 ± 2.27, 35.9 ± 3.18 and 37.7 ± 1.56 cm2, respectively. Apparently,
the difference in yield stress or in the initial viscosity of the products did not make a notable
difference in the spreading area (Figure 11). The average mean deviation of the spreading area was
within 7 %.
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Figure 11: The relationship between spreading area of creams with their yield stress.
3.7.In vitro permeation profile
The in vitro skin permeation of nile red was evaluated across the porcine epidermis model (Figure
12-a). The results revealed that globule size has a linear correlation with maximum permeation
flux. There was a decreasing trend in permeation flux (Jmax) with an increase in the globule size
linearly (y = -0.2111x + 4.0392, R² = 0.47) (Figure 12).
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Figure 12:(a) The nile red permeation flux profile for creams; (b) The maximum permeation flux
(Jmax) of different creams depended on the globule size of creams, (c) The relationship between
area under curve (AUC) of average flux with the globule size of creams.
3.8.Stability study
Stability studies results were analyzed, and globule size was measured as an indicator of any
physical instability. The globule size (d10, d50, d90, μm) of all the formulations were measured in
fresh and aged samples (after 90 days storage at 25 °C/65% RH and 40 °C/70 % RH). The globule
size range in the fresh samples was; d10 was 1.2 ± 0.16-6.7 ± 1.49 μm), d50 was 1.8 ± 0.20-16.2 ±
0.37 μm) and d90 was 2.3 ± 0.20-26.0 ±2.39 μm for custom made formulations. A significant
change in globule size (d10, d50, and d90) was observed for F1 indicating the potential failure of a
system with time, as given in Table 6-a, b, and c, respectively. There were no considerable
difference in between pre-and post-storage diameters in case of other creams over 90 days.
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Stability conditions
Time
0 day
90
days

Temperature
25 °C
40 °C

Globule size distribution-d10 (µm)
F1
6.7±1.49
6.2±0.82
4.8±2.06

F2
4.8±0.63
4.1±1.08
4.8±0.71

F3
F4
F5
2.2±0.33 1.2±0.16 2.9±0.46
2.4±0.74 1.1±0.16 3.1±1.25
3.1±0.10 1.0±0.29 3.2±0.89

F6
F7
2.8±0.74 2.8±0.58
2.3±1.34 2.3±0.94
2.9±0.70 2.7±1.35

(a)
Stability conditions
Time
0 day
90
days

Temperature
25 °C
40 °C

Globule size distribution-d50 (µm)
F1
F2
F3
F4
F5
F6
16.2±0.37 7.8±1.55 4.4±0.25 1.8±0.20 5.1±0.65 4.2±0.70
15.1±2.28 8.6±0.40 5.2±1.27 1.7±0.37 6.5±0.89 5.1±1.66
20.3±4.98 9.3±1.45 5.1±0.23 1.7±0.11 6.0±1.23 4.8±1.00

F7
4.3±0.63
4.5±1.12
5.4±3.04

(b)
Stability conditions

Globule size distribution-d90 (µm)

Time Temperature
F1
F2
F3
F4
F5
F6
F7
0 day
26.0±2.39 10.8±2.71 6.8±0.27 2.3±0.20 7.8±0.46 5.6±0.62 6.0±0.38
25 °C
49.0±9.51 12.4±1.03 7.2±1.10 2.3±0.51 9.1±0.60 8.7±0.47 7.0±0.81
90
days
40 °C
29.7±5.87 13.7±2.27 7.1±0.23 2.5±0.42 8.8±0.64 7.1±0.67 8.3±3.04

(c)
Table 6: Stability studies data of (a) d10 values, (b) d50 values, and (c) d90 values in the custom
made creams.
4. Conclusion
The results of the study revealed that the Q1/Q2 similar semisolid topical cream formulation was
influenced by critical process parameters leads to a significant difference in Q3 characteristics.
The performance attributes are dependent on microstructural attributes of the creams. The
difference in Q3 characteristics can influence the performance of the creams.
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CHAPTER III
EFFECT OF VARIATION IN THE AMOUNT OF EXCIPIENT ON PERFORMANCE
OF TOPICAL PRODUCTS

Abstract
Surfactants are the most common inactive ingredient used in the topical drug products. Surfactants
in topical products play many functional roles such as emulsifiers, permeation enhancers and
solubilizers. This study was aimed to evaluate the influence of incremental change in the
concentration of a surfactant (tween 80) on the quality attributes and performance of semisolid
topical products. Four creams were prepared using same protocol and were similar in composition
except the concentration of tween 80, which increased by 5% w/w across SF1 to SF4. The quality
attributes like globule size distribution, pH, drying rate, texture properties, phase distribution and
in-vitro permeation profile was characterized. The critical quality attributes did not differ
significantly across the set of products. However, there was a significant difference in the
permeation flux-time profile of the products. The maximum permeation flux (Jmax) varied from
SF1 to SF4 (51.25 ± 35.29 to 307.98 ± 138.89 ng/cm2/h, respectively). The reason for difference
in performance of products despite having almost consistent quality attributes was systematically
investigated. One of the major reasons was found to be due to the differences in thermodynamic
activity and the rate of change of thermodynamic activity during the process of evaporative
metamorphosis. This study confirms that the rate of change of thermodynamic activity of drug is
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a critical quality attribute that can influence bioavailability and performance of a topical drug
product.
Key words: Generic drug product; semisolid dosage forms; quality attribute; thermodynamic
activity; topical products
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1. Introduction
To ensure the pharmaceutical and therapeutic equivalency it is prudent for topical industries to use
several functional excipients in their semisolid dosage form [27-31]. Every excipient performs
different functions. The presence of surfactants plays multiple roles and often determines the
quality attributes of the final products. In semisolid dosage form like creams and lotions, the
surfactants are used as emulsifier to develop the desired type of emulsion (O/W or W/O) [28, 30,
31]. Non-ionic surfactants are most preferred for use in development of topical products. The
presence of surfactants in the system can impact the thermodynamic state of API and can influence
the performance of the dosage form [32]. In the literature, it has been reported that a non-ionic
surfactant would change its behavior at critical micellar concentration (CMC) and may also affect
the properties of other excipients in a semisolid preparation [33, 34]. Saturation of API provides a
greater driving force for the penetration into the skin than a drug product with a lower saturation
of API, as reported earlier by Chang et al., 2013 (e.g., highly solubilized system), which may be
influenced by small change in surfactant concentration [27, 35-37]. The goal of this project was to
explore and evaluate the influence of the incremental differences in the concentration of non-ionic
surfactants on the quality attributes of semisolid dosage form (creams) and the performance. The
incremental changes in the surfactant concentration (within 5%) between two products that meet
the definition of sameness in composition (Q1/Q2) also could have significantly different quality
attributes and thus performance as well.
In the present study, the concentration of tween 80 was varied at 5% in creams and the impact on
the in vitro permeation testing was assessed. The quality attributes of creams were evaluated across
the set of products. It was found that the thermodynamic activity of drug due to differences in the
surfactant concentration was significantly different.
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2. Material and Methods
2.1. Materials
Metronidazole was purchased from A K scientific, Union city, CA, USA. The formulation
excipients Kolliwax CSA 70 (Cetostearyl alcohol), Cremophor A25, Cremophor A6, Kollicream
IPM, Kollisolv PEG 400G, Kolliphor TPGS, Kolliphor PS 80 (Tween 80) and propylene glycol
were from BASF Corporation, NJ, USA. Tefose 63, Labrafil M 1944 CS was gifted from
Gattefosse, Saint-Priest, France. Mineral oil was purchased from Spectrum Chemicals, CA, USA.
Span 60 was purchased from Sigma-Aldrich, St. Louis, MO, USA. Purified water was used in all
the preparations.
2.2. Preparation of Creams
Topical creams were prepared with metronidazole as a model drug which predominantly localizes
in the solvent phase of an o/w emulsion. The composition of the cream formulation is given in
table 7. To investigate the effect of tween 80 on the characteristics and performance of creams,
they were prepared in progressive change of NMT ± 5% from SF1 and SF4. Creams were prepared
such that all formulation ingredients remain same except tween 80, wherein the variation imparted.
Metronidazole was weighed (0.75 % w/w of cream weight) and dissolved in propylene glycol
while preparing the formulations. First, the aqueous phase components excluding propylene glycol
were melted by geometric mixing in a thermostated glass vessel maintained at 80 ºC.
Simultaneously, in another glass vessel, lipid phase components were heated to 80 ºC. Both the
phases were mixed together in a thermostated vessel at 80 ºC using a Silverson® homogenizer
(Model: L5M-A, Silverson Machines, Inc., MA, USA). Once phases were homogenized for 10
minutes it followed addition of propylene glycol. The homogenization variables were optimized
for 3000 rpm speed and 20 min time, post addition of propylene glycol. After homogenization for
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a specified time, a controlled gradual cooling protocol was followed until the temperature of
formulation reached 25 ºC in 25 mins.
Ingredients
Mineral oil
Cremophor® A6
Cremophor® A25
Kolliwax® CSA 70
Kollicream® IPM
Tefose® 63
Labrafil® M 1944 CS
Kollisolv® PEG 400 G
Kolliphor® TPGS
Tween 80
Span 60
Propylene glycol
Drug (Metronidazole)
Water (q.s.to 100%)

SF1
(% w/w)
15
1.5
1.5
7
3
1
1
5
1.2
1.21
2
10
0.75
49.84

SF2
(% w/w)
15
1.5
1.5
7
3
1
1
5
1.2
1.27
2
10
0.75
49.77

SF3
(% w/w)
15
1.5
1.5
7
3
1
1
5
1.2
1.33
2
10
0.75
49.71

SF4
(% w/w)
15
1.5
1.5
7
3
1
1
5
1.2
1.39
2
10
0.75
49.65

Table 7: Composition of cream formulations.
2.3.

Critical quality attributes:

2.3.1. Microscopy and globule size
For microstructural observation under a microscope, 10 mg of cream was applied on a clean glass
slide. A thin film was prepared using a film applicator with the gap adjusted to 10 µm between
applicator blade (Gardco® Microm II applicator blade, Japan) and glass slide. With the application
of slight pressure on the slide, the applicator was pulled slowly to form a uniform film on the slide.
The slide was observed under an Olympus IX inverted research microscope using a 10X objective.
The images were obtained and processed using Zen Lite software. For each cream, we considered
the mean diameter of randomly distributed 50 globules of each image (n=3/cream), measured using
the Zen Lite software. The d10, d50, and d90 are commonly used to represent the midpoint and
range of the globule sizes of a given sample [12, 13]. The 10%, 50%, and 90%, ‘d’ values were
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determined from the S-curve of cumulative distribution.
2.3.2. pH measurement
In-Lab Micro® pH probe was calibrated using buffered pH standards of pH 4, 7 and 10. 1 g of
cream was filled in a container and tapped to remove any entrapped air. A standard buffer solution
of pH 4 and of pH 10 was used to check the accuracy of the probe before each measurement. After
each measurement, the probe was washed with DI water and 70 v/v % ethanol, alternatively in
three cycles. Similarly, the pH of the aqueous phase was measured after phase separation by ultracentrifugation (TLA55 rotor, Beckman Coulter Inc., USA), at 55000 rpm for 4 h. The pH of each
cream and its respective aqueous phase was recorded as an average of three replicate
measurements.
2.3.3. Water activity
Water activity was measured using Aqualab® water activity meter (Series 3E, USA). 1 g of cream
was dispensed into the sample cup using a positive displacement pipette. Creams were spread
uniformly on the sample cup holder evenly using a glass rod. The sample cup holder was placed
in the sample chamber until an equilibration value was attained. The sample was later replaced
with a cup holder containing activated charcoal in the sample chamber to clear any residual
humidity in the chamber.
2.3.4. Rate of drying
A known amount (120 mg) of cream sample was dispensed and spread uniformly in a plastic cup
having surface area 8.0 cm2 (15 mg/cm2). These cups were placed an incubator oven (Fisher
Scientific Isotemp 550D Incubator Oven) at 32 °C for 360 mins and change in mass was recorded
at every 10 minute interval during the first 60 mins followed by every 30 mins till the weight of
the residual content become constant. Thus, the loss on drying at each time point was estimated as
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percent loss by the weight (% loss of weight = [(initial weight−dried weight)/initial weight] x100).
2.3.5. Texture analysis
Texture analysis was conducted at room temperature (25 ± 1 °C) using a Texture Analyzer (TAXT2i, Texture Tech. Corp., Scarsdale, NY) equipped with a TA-3 acrylate cylindrical probe. The
test was conducted in compression mode. The conditions for analysis and set of parameters used
are given in table 8. The texture analyzer is equipped with an analytical probe connected to a motor
that enables vertical probe displacements to be measured. The cream was filled in the base plate
having aperture of 30 mm diameter fixed to the base plate. The probe was allowed to penetrate
into the cream and retracted to measure different texture parameters (work of adhesion, firmness,
and stringiness) from the curve. Detectors recorded sensor position and resistance to its
displacements. All measurements were recorded in triplicate every time in compression mode [32].
2.3.6. Rheology
Rheological studies were conducted using a TA HR2 rheometer (TA Instruments, New Castle,
DE) equipped with 20 mm parallel plate. The experiments were conducted at 32 °C and the
temperature was controlled using a Peltier stage. To avoid sample slippage at the rheometer plates,
the plates were covered with adhesive backed 600 grit sand papers. A gap of 500 µm between the
parallel plates was used for the rheological investigations. After loading the samples in between
the plates, the samples were allowed to relax for 5 minutes. The relaxation process was captured
using time sweep experiment (low frequency and low strain). Amplitude sweep test and thixotropic
loop test were conducted on each sample. The samples were allowed to relax for 5 minutes in
between two experiments [33-35].
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S.No
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Parameters 1
Pre-test speed (mm/sec)
Test speed (mm/sec)
Post-test speed (mm/sec)
Trigger type
Trigger force (g)
Target mode
Distance (mm)
Return distance (mm)
Points per second
Probe

Compression mode
2
2
10
Auto force
5.0
Distance
2
5
500
TA-3 soft matter acrylic

Table 8: Texture analysis parameter used to evaluate work of adhesion.
2.3.7.1.

HPLC Instrumentation and Conditions

A Shimadzu (Kyoto, Japan) UFLC (LC-20AD) system consisting of SIL-20AC autosampler
connected with a UV/VIS PDA detector (SPD-M20) and LC-20 AD solvent delivery module was
used for detection and separation. Chromatographic separations were performed using reversephase chromatography using a waters symmetry C18 5 μm, 150 mm × 4.6 mm (Waters, Milford,
CA, USA). The flow rate was 0.5 mL/min and detection wavelength was 319 nm and sensitivity
was set at 0.1 a.u.f.s (absorbance units full scale). The mobile phase used was composed of 0.01
M phosphate solution (KH2PO4) and acetonitrile (85:15 % v/v, pH 4.7) degassed and filtered
through a 0.45 μm filter (Millipore, Saint-Quentin, Yvelines, France) prior to use. The injection
volume was 25 μL and the run time was 8 min.
2.3.7.2.

In vitro release profile

Drug release study across the dialysis membrane (25 kD) was performed using vertical Franz cell
apparatus (Logan Instruments, Somerset, NJ). Dialysis membrane was sandwiched between the
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two chambers (donor and receiver) of a Franz diffusion cell with an active diffusion area of 0.64
cm2 with the temperature maintained at 32 ± 1 °C using a water circulator. The receiver
compartment was filled with 5 mL of freshly prepared phosphate buffer saline (PBS) (pH 7.4).
Infinite dose (120 mg/cm2) of cream was applied uniformly across the active diffusion area of the
membrane. Release study was carried out for a period of 24 h and samples were analyzed using
Shimadzu UFLC 20A series system.
2.3.8. In vitro permeation profile
2.3.8.1.

Preparation of porcine epidermis

Freshly excised porcine skin was washed with saline and subcutaneous fat was removed.
Epidermis was isolated by heating the skin for 2 min at 60 °C. The isolated epidermis was dried
and stored at 4 °C, until further use. Before mounting the epidermis for permeation study, it was
thawed for 1 h at room temperature. The epidermal barrier integrity was tested by measuring Transepidermal electrical resistance (TEER). The epidermis having a TEER value ≥ 20 k Ω cm2 and
without physical damage was used for in vitro drug permeation studies.
2.3.8.2.

Experimental setup

Permeation study across the epidermis was performed using vertical Franz diffusion apparatus
(Logan Instruments, Somerset, NJ). The epidermis was sandwiched between the two chambers
(donor and receiver) of a Franz diffusion cell with an active diffusion area of 0.64 cm2. The skin
temperature was maintained at 32 ± 1 °C using a water circulator. Receiving compartment was
filled with 5 mL of freshly prepared phosphate buffered saline (PBS) (pH 7.4). Finite dose of cream
was applied (15 mg/cm2) uniformly across the active diffusion area of the epidermis. The
permeation studies were carried out for a period of 12 h and samples were analyzed using
Shimadzu UFLC 20A series system.

41

2.3.9. Solubility study
Distribution of solubilized metronidazole in aqueous phase was evaluated by phase separation
study using ultra-centrifugation (TLA55 rotor, Beckman Coulter Inc., USA) at 55000 rpm for 4 h.
Separated aqueous phase and lipid phase was isolated and subjected to HPLC analysis by
Shimadzu UFLC 20A series system. The super-saturation solubility of metronidazole was
evaluated by dissolving excess amount of metronidazole in separated aqueous phase of individual
formulations followed by analysis.
2.4.

Thermodynamic activity

Thermodynamic activity was evaluated for SF1 to SF4 creams considering saturation solubility of
separated aqueous phase and drying rate. The change in the metamorphosis resulted due to loss of
content by drying can cause saturation solubility. Thermodynamic activity was calculated using
formula given below:
Activity coefficient (a)= Caq / Cs

…. equation 1

Percentage increase in activity coefficient = [(at – ao)/ ao] *100

…. equation 2

Where, Caq is concentration of API in the aqueous compartment (remaining at the site of
application); Cs is saturation solubility of API in aqueous phase (isolated from the formulation);
ao is initial activity coefficient in formulation and at is activity coefficient at time ‘t’.
3. Results and Discussion
3.1.

Critical quality attributes of products

The four cream formulations were prepared from SF1 to SF4 using composition shown in table 7
were evaluated to determine the quality attributes.
The microscopy was used to image the globules in the cream products (Figure 13). The globule
size distribution d10, d50, d90 values of all cream formulations are given in table 9. The average
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globule size, d10, d50 and d90 values were found to have no statistically significant difference
across all the products.

SF2

SF1

SF3

SF4

Figure 13: Images of creams at 10X magnification using an Axiovert 200 M Inverted Research
microscope.

SF1

Average Size (µm)
(Mean ± SD)
20.7±16.54

d10 (µm)
(Mean ± SD)
9.5±3.59

d50 (µm)
(Mean ± SD)
32.8±13.73

d90 (µm)
(Mean ± SD)
56.3±26.18

SF2

19.3±14.81

10.5±2.33

30.4±1.94

49.1±11.47

SF3

19.1±16.79

8.6±0.30

31.5±3.12

57.8±12.24

SF4

14.4±10.98

6.4±1.32

21.6±2.73

38.7±2.00

Formulation

Table 9: Globule size distribution of all cream formulations.
The pH of all creams was in the range of 5.49-5.60 and the separated aqueous phase had pH value
in the range of 5.29-5.60 (table 10). Therefore, the percent of ionized and unionized fraction of
API in all the aqueous phase would be comparable across all products. The drug being hydrophilic
in nature, dissolved drug would be present in the aqueous phase predominantly.
Water activity represents the thermodynamic energy status of water present in a pharmaceutical
system. Water activity would influence the rate of evaporation of water from the site of application
leading to rapid metamorphosis changes in the cream. The water activity of all the creams was
found to be in the range of 0.897 to 0.917 (table 10). Incremental increase in tween 80
concentration did not seem to impact the water activity of creams, likely because they all contained
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a profound amount of water in the continuous phase. The drying profile is a function of water
activity. The difference in drying curve profile across all the products was within about 10%
difference although the profiles were discriminatory statistically (figure 14). The loss of content
might lead to change in the metamorphosis resulting in saturation of API in the aqueous phase.

100

% Product remaining

80
60
SF1
SF2
SF3
SF4

40
20
0
0

20

40

60 80 100 120
Time (min)

Figure 14: Graph representing drying rate of four creams (n=3).

Table 10: Characterization and quality attributes of four creams (n=3).
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Work of adhesion represents the total amount of energy involved in withdrawal of the probe
from the surface and determined by the area under the force versus time curve (table 10). The
work of adhesion showed an increasing trend as the surfactant concentration increased. However,
there was no statistically significant difference in work of adhesion values across the products.
Rheological evaluation (figure 15-a and b) displayed in figure the stress (Pa) and shear rate (1/s)
along with storage modulus (G’) with stress (Pa) for cream samples obtained from amplitude
sweep tests. G’ represents the elastic response of the material all these samples. Yield stress can
be estimated from the amplitude sweep data using tangent analysis method. The SF1 sample has
the highest yield stress of ~ 190 Pa, and the SF4 sample has the lowest yield stress of ~122 Pa
(table 10). It is less likely that this difference in yield stress would have any impact on the in
vitro permeation profile of drug from these formulations. The samples were also subjected to
thixotropic analysis. With increasing shear rate (forward) a drop-in viscosity (shear-thinning
behavior) was observed indicating that all were shear thinning systems.

Figure 15: Rheology of creams a) Graph representing the stress vs shear rate of five cream
formulation; b) Graph representing storage modulus with stress of four creams.
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The in vitro release rate did not differ significantly across SF1-SF4 due to the reason that the
formulations did not differ in viscosity significantly (figure 16-a). For the sake of comparison,
the viscosity at 100/s is tabulated (table 10). The amount of drug in aqueous phase plays a major
role in determining the drug permeation from o/w cream products, especially when the drug is
hydrophilic in nature. In the present case, the amount of drug present in the aqueous phase of the
creams was not different significantly. Incremental changes in the surfactant concentration did
not alter the distribution of drug between aqueous and oil phase of the cream product either.

Average Flux (ng/cm2/h)

300

SF1
SF2
SF3
SF4

250
200
150
100
50
0
0

3

6
Time (h)

9

12

Figure 16: In vitro permeation profile (IVPT) of four creams
3.2.

In vitro permeation profile

The in vitro permeation profile of all creams between two donors (n=3) showed difference in
maximum permeation flux (Jmax) and cumulative amount permeated (AUC). The Jmax (0-12h)
varied with the change in tween 80 significantly (figure 16-b). Particularly if one compares the
flux profile of SF2 and SF3 (table 11), there was almost an about 6-fold increase in the
bioavailability (t-test, p<0.05) of drug from these two products. This was highly intriguing due
to the fact that the two products which are compositionally similar (in agreement with Q1 and
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Q2 definition by FDA) and prepared using exactly same protocol. Despite having all the quality
attributes extremely overlapping, differed significantly in the in vitro permeation profile which
lead to a significant different permeation profile of the drug.

Code

Permeation flux
(Jmax, ng/cm2/h)

Area under curve
(AUC, h*ng/cm2)

SF1
SF2
SF3
SF4

51.25±35.29
41.20±22.33
149.44±93.96
307.98±138.89

289.81±228.87
154.53±86.38
936.78±669.55
1736.50±636.14

Table 11: In vitro permeation flux and area under the curve bioavailability data of four creams
(two donors, n=3).
3.3.

Exploring the reason for differences in performance of SF2 and SF3

When the composition between different products do not differ significantly and when quality
attributes are identical, the differences in performance could be attributed to the differences in
microstructural arrangement of matter between the products. However, the microstructural
characteristics are challenging to quantify. If there are any microstructural differences existing
across different products, that would perhaps lead to differences in drug distribution between
different phases coexisting in the product. Metronidazole being an aqueous soluble compound,
it is likely that the amount of drug in the aqueous phase would influence the extent of drug
permeation across the skin. Therefore, it was decided to separate the aqueous phase and quantify
the amount of drug.
Any difference in drug distribution profile between aqueous phase and oil phase, could
significantly contribute to variation in the drug permeation profile. Therefore, the drug
distribution between the aqueous and oil phase was measured. The drug concentration in the
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aqueous phase was found not to differ significantly across all formulations, especially between
SF2 and SF3. Although concentration is important in determining the drug permeation, the
driving factor would be the thermodynamic activity of the drug in aqueous phase.
Thermodynamic activity for a molecule is generally considered as the ratio of concentration of
drug to solubility in the respective medium. As the pH of the formulation and the aqueous phase
was not significantly different between the two products SF2 and SF3, extent of ionization of
drug would be comparable. Therefore, to calculate the thermodynamic activity of the drug, the
saturation solubility of aqueous phase separated from SF2 and SF3 by centrifugation was
determined (table 6). The initial thermodynamic activity or activity potential of the drug in the
aqueous phases of these two formulations is given in table 12.
Critical Quality Attributes
Amount of drug in the aqueous
phase (mg/g)
Saturation solubility of drug in
the aqueous phase (mg/g)
Initial thermodynamic activity

SF1

SF2

SF3

SF4

5.17±0.05

5.55±0.10

6.10±0.07

4.42±0.20

6.05±0.08

5.64±0.23

10.48±0.23

9.19±0.25

0.855

0.984

0.582

0.482

Table 12: Critical quality attributes observed in four creams (n=3).
Considering the activity potential of drug in the aqueous phases, one would expect SF2 to
perform better over SF3. However, SF3 was found to outperform the SF2 despite the initial
thermodynamic activity of drug in SF2 was significantly higher than SF3 (figure 17).
Evaporative metamorphosis is a phenomenon that occurs at the site of application of the
formulation. The solvent and volatile contents will evaporate leading to change in concentration
of the drug in the remnant vehicle. The rate at which the thermodynamic activity of the drug
changes with time depends on the initial thermodynamic activity potential of the drug in the
formulation vehicle and drying rate of the formulation. One can calculate the activity potential
48

of drug at different time points using the solvent fraction remaining in the formulation and
concentration of drug in the remnant vehicle (figure 17). It appears that the difference in
performance between SF2 and SF3 could be emanating from the differences in the rate of change
of activity potential of the drug in the formulation at the applied region. Figure 17 shows the
profile of change of thermodynamic activity with time in SF2 and SF3 formulation. From the
figure it is evident that although the SF3 had a lesser thermodynamic activity of drug to start
with, the rate of change of activity potential of drug in the formulation was relatively more drastic
in SF2 nearing saturation compared to SF3. Although at this point it is not clear what is the
optimal rate of change of thermodynamic activity for achieving optimal performance of the
product and it requires systematic investigation using APIs of different physicochemical

% Increase in activity coefficient

characteristics and different solvent systems.
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Figure 17: Graph representing initial change in thermodynamic activity of SF3 and SF4
creams with time.
4.

Conclusion

The results from this study revealed that the systematic variations in surfactant concentration in
semisolid topical creams can influence the performance attributes. This study illustrated that
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within 5% variations in tween 80 can progressively influence the thermodynamic activity of drug
products. It was evident that SF3 had a significant rapid increase in the thermodynamic activity
coefficient as compared to SF2 with evaporative metamorphosis. The results also showed that
variations in tween 80 can alter the texture of a cream, which may influence a patient’s perception
of product quality. In this study, the change in thermodynamic potential during metamorphosis
due to slight variations in surfactant concentration has shown that it could potentially alter the
rate and extent of bioavailability (permeation flux and AUC). Our limited results are thereby
suggestive of a possible mechanism whereby 5 % changes of surfactant quantity could
potentially influence the performance of a hydrophilic compound in a topical drug product.
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CHAPTER IV
BUFFER CAPACITY AN IMPORTANT QUALTIY ATTRIBUTE OF TOPICAL
SEMISOLID DOSAGE FORMS
Abstract
The natural pH on the skin surface lies in the acidic range (pH 4 - 6) as its inherent property due
to the skin’s buffering capacity. Topical products such as creams are made with certain pH to
favor the permeation of drugs. Any change in the pH of topical product could significantly
affect the extent of permeation of acidic or basic drugs. In this study, the influence of buffering
capacity of skin on the change in pH of topical semisolid products (creams) at the site of
application was investigated. Six custom-made O/W creams were formulated with qualitatively
and quantitative (Q1/Q2) similarity by varying the pH of aqueous phase (deionized water: F1F3) and using three buffers having pH range from 3.9 to 8.9 (F4-F6). Creams were prepared
with a consistent manufacturing protocol and a controlled cooling protocol. Colorimetric
evaluation was performed to study the change in the pH over time profile of creams. In vivo
studies in human volunteers revealed that the pH of the formulations prepared using DI water
having pH 7.0 and 8.5 changed significantly just in one hour after application on subject’s volar
forearm skin, whereas creams prepared using buffers resisted the change in pH. It is also evident
from the data that the change in pH is driven not by the formulation’s interaction with the
atmosphere but rather due to the physiological response of the skin tissue. In the case of
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formulations having DI water with pH 7.0 and 8.5 in visual colorimetric analysis, the color
change was distinct. Creams prepared imparted with buffer capacity has the potential to
overcome the skin physiological response by resisting any change in the pH of topical product.
It is evident that the buffer capacity is one of the most critical quality attributes that determine
the performance of topical products.
Key words: Topical creams; pH; Buffer capacity, Quality attribute, Skin
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1.

Introduction

The pH values of skin range in the acidic value due to the acid mantle present on the skin as its
inherent property [42]. Many reports demonstrated how the barrier function is compromised
with the change in skin pH, as indicated by a change in the biophysical parameters of barrier
function (TEWL and TEER) [43-48]. It has been reported that several key enzymes present in
the skin are involved in the development and maintenance of its competent barrier property
which can be largely influenced by skin pH [48, 49]. The acidic pH also favors the adhesion of
resident skin microflora and the formation of stratum corneum. Overall, the importance of skin
pH in relation to its function and integrity of the skin is significant [49-50]. The internal body’s
environment maintains an approximately neutral pH (ranging between 7–9), which creates a pH
gradient of 2–3 units between the stratum corneum and underlying epidermal and dermal layer
[45,49, 51]. The role of stratum corneum as a formidable barrier balance between its
hydrophobic character, distribution of lipids, and organization of lipids into a series of lamellar
bilayers [48, 51]. In addition, the skin has been known to be associated with excellent buffering
potential to resist the change in pH of skin against external pH influencing factors. The pH of
the skin was found to recover to its baseline after exposure to strong acid or alkali showing the
existence of strong tissue buffer in the skin [46, 47]. There can be a range of factors contributing
to this buffering capacity which include, proteins, keratin, sweat glands, epidermal watersoluble constituents, the thickness of stratum corneum, etc. All these factors have been reported
to establish the skins buffering capacity. Buffering capacity of skin can impact the performance
of topical products. Topical products are designed and prepared to enhance the permeation
potential of active molecules on the skin surface. Physio-chemical properties of active
molecules are critical for topical formulations to enhance its performance, which is reported to
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follow pH partition theory. pH-partition theory is well accepted in concept in pharmaceutics
and evidently most of the drugs in the unionized form are relatively more permeable compared
to the ionized form of drugs across the biological barriers [51, 52]. Therefore, the pH of the
topical formulations is often adjusted to render most of the drug in the unionized form for the
successful permeation of drugs. Any change in the formulation pH could significantly affect the
extent of permeation of acidic or basic drugs. The primary objective of this project was to
explore if the skin has the ability to bring the formulation pH in homeostasis with the skin. The
secondary objective was to investigate the significance of considering buffer capacity as an
important quality attribute in the topical products.
2.

Experimental

2.1.

Method for pH measurement of creams

The pH of creams was measured using three pH probes (InLab Science Pro®, InLab Viscous®,
and InLab Micro®) and skin was measured using surface probe (InLab Surface Pro-ISM)
attached to Mettler Toledo (Model: S 220, Seven compact pH/Ion, Mettler-Toledo GmbH,
Analytical, Switzerland) [27]. The pH meter was calibrated each time before use with 3-point
calibration using buffers (pH 4, 7 and 10). The built-in temperature probe was maintained at 25
°C. The slope of 95 % - 105 %, offset -15 to +15 mV and drift less than 3 mV was considered
during the studies while calibration and cleaning of each electrode.
2.2.

Preparation of creams

a. Composition and process
Topical creams were prepared with composition as described in table 13(a and b). Creams
were prepared such that all formulation ingredients remained same except the aqueous
component (either water or buffer was used). Briefly, the aqueous phase components
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excluding propylene glycol were heated by geometric mixing in a thermostated glass
vessel maintained at 80 °C. Simultaneously, in another glass vessel, lipid phase
components were heated to 80 °C. Both the phases were mixed together in a thermostated
vessel at 80 °C using a Silverson ® homogenizer (Model: L5M-A, Silverson Machines,
Inc., MA, USA). Once the phases were homogenized for 10 minutes, it was followed by
the addition of propylene glycol. The homogenization variables were optimized for 3000
rpm speed and 20 min time, post addition of propylene glycol. After homogenization for
a specified time, a controlled gradual cooling protocol was followed until the temperature
of the formulation reached 25 °C in 25 mins.
b. pH adjusted creams
i. DI water creams: In these creams pH of DI water was adjusted to pH 4, 7 and 9 using
0.1 N HCl and 0.1 N NaOH. The preparation of creams followed the procedure as
described above.
ii. Buffered creams: In these creams, different buffers were selected as aqueous phase.
The citrate buffer was used to prepare creams of pH 4, phosphate buffer was used to
prepare creams of pH 7.4 and borate buffer was used to prepare creams of pH 9. The
preparation on creams was followed a similar procedure as described above.

Quantity
(% w/w)
7
12
1.5
1.5
8
70

Ingredient
Cetostearyl alcohol
Mineral oil
Cremophor A25
Cremophor A6
Propylene glycol
DI Water / Buffer
(a)
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Formulations

pH of Aqueous phase
Phosphate
DI water
Buffer

F1

-

3.6

F2

-

7.7

F3

-

10.1

3.9

-

7.6

-

8.9

-

F4
(Citrate buffer)
F5
(Phosphate buffer)
F6
(Borate buffer)

(b)
Table 13: (a) Basic composition of cream formulation; (b) Formulation prepared with variations
in the pH of buffer and DI water as the aqueous phase
2.3.

pH measurement of creams

Measuring cream pH has been found to be critical as it offer lots of variability due to its complex
matrix. We developed and validated a measurement method used for the pH of creams. pH of
creams was measured by allowing cream to equilibrate around the probe and pH was measured.
The probe was immersed in the cream, with care to ensure that the tip of the probe was
completely covered and reach equilibrium by the samples.
Three pH probes (InLab Science Pro®, InLab Viscous®, and InLab Micro®) were initially
identified from reports in the literature and recommendations by the manufacturer for this study.
The probes were calibrated using buffers of pH standard 4, 7 and 10. Enough quantity of cream
was filled in a container and tapped to remove any entrapped air. The probe was immersed in
the cream-filled in the container, with care to ensure that the tip of the probe was completely
covered in the cream. After measuring the pH, the cream was wiped off and the probe was
rinsed sequentially with 70 % (v/v) ethanol and deionized (DI) water, and its performance was
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verified with standard buffers. If the confirmatory pH measurement of the pH standard buffers
differed by 0.5 pH units or more, the probe was cleaned again using the protocol above, as
represented in figure 18. While measuring the pH of the creams, each serial measurement was
alternated with a probe cleansing and a verification of pH measurement using standard buffers
of pH 4 after one measurement and of pH 10 after the next. The pH of each cream was recorded
as an average of three replicate measurements.

Figure 18: Standardize protocol for the measurement of pH in oil-in-water based cream
products
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2.4.

Buffer capacity measurement

Buffer capacity was measured using the commercially available buffer capacity kit (Topical
Products Testing LLC, MS). Briefly pH of each cream was measured prior to experiment. 4 g
of cream was added to each glass vial of higher and lower concentration of acid/base buffer
capacity testing kit, as mentioned in protocol provided. Cream was mixed and allowed to stand
for 24 h for equilibration, followed by mixing the creams again and pH measurement. Buffer
capacity was calculated using the following formula.

Lower concentration glass vial (A-L/B-L) = 0.0008/ difference in pH from initial value
..equation 4
Higher concentration glass vial (A-H/B-H) = 0.002/ difference in pH from initial value
..equation 5
2.5.

In vivo studies

a.

Measurement of pH in human subjects

To evaluate the effect of topical products on skin pH, we used custom made creams for in vivo
evaluation in human subjects. The human subject study protocol was approved by the
Institutional Review Board at The University of Mississippi (16-043). We evaluated the pH of
skin using calibrated pH meter attached with surface probe. Six healthy human volunteers were
screened and selected for this study. Prior to study the volar forearm of the subjects was cleaned
with tap water and area of application was marked. pH of skin on the marked surface was
measured after 5 min. A dose of 15 mg/cm2 was applied to the marked area of skin for 1 h and
after one hour pH of creams the skin surface was measured using surface probe.
b.

Measurement of pH of topical products before and after application
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The pH of topical products was measured using calibrated pH meter attached with InLab
Micro® probe using method described above. During this study creams were applied to the
volar forearm of healthy volunteers as per study protocol. After 1 h the cream was recovered
using clean spatula into a 1 ml eppendorf tube and pH was measured using InLab Micro® probe.
c.

Colorimetric pH measurement studies

To visualize the real time change in pH of the creams due to skin buffering capacity, universal
indicator solution (Ward’s science, ON, Canada) was utilized. In this study, the pH of creams
on the volar forearm skin surface was evaluated for every 15 minutes up to 1 h. At each time
point two drops (15 µL/drop) of universal indicator was dispensed on to 3.14 cm2 area of
application and images were captured immediately using digital camera (Nikon DSLR, Japan).
The cream was recovered after 1 h from the area of application using clean spatula and pH was
measured.
d.

pH change in topical drug products

The change in pH of topical products present in the market was evaluated using InLab Micro®
under different conditions such as ambient room conditions one hour after application on skin in
vivo in healthy human volunteers. In this study creams (dose 15 mg/cm2 over 15 cm2 area) were
applied to the glass slide, cadaver skin and volar forearm of healthy volunteers. One hour after
application the cream was recovered using a clean spatula and collected in 1 mL Eppendorf
tubes. The pH of the cream recovered from the applied site was measured.
3.

Results and Discussion

3.1.

Does the pH of formulation applied on the skin change?

3.1.1.

The creams prepared with deionized water

The creams prepared using deionized water was adjusted to three different pH conditions. The
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formulation was applied (dose 15 mg/cm2 over 15 cm2 area) on the volar forearm skin in human
volunteers. The average pH of skin was 4.6 ± 0.15. The pH of the formulations prepared with
distilled water was measured one-hour after application. The pH of formulation adjusted to pH
7.0 ± 0.06 and pH 8.5 ± 0.05 was found to change eventually tending to homeostasis with the
skin pH. The formulation with pH 4.3 ± 0.06 did not change, likely because of its closely
matching pH with the skin. The control samples that were applied on glass plate and cadaver
skin did not undergo relative change in pH (figure 19-a).
It is evident form this data that the skin is associated with a buffering system that would not only
acidify the alkaline materials in contact with the skin, but also neutralize acidity to bring the
formulation in homeostasis with the skin condition (figure 19-b and c). It is also evident from
the data that the change in pH is not driven by the formulations’ interaction with the atmosphere
and it could be attributed to the physiological response of the skin tissue.
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Figure 19: Change in pH of creams prepared by using DI water (a) by environment on cadaver
skin and glass plate (n=3) (b) on skin by healthy human subjects (n=6); and (c) pH of cream
recovered from healthy human subjects (n=6) (#p<0.05 vs control, t test)

3.1.2. The creams prepared with buffers
The same experiment as above was performed using creams prepared with buffers. The pH of
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the buffered creams did not change significantly within one hour both in control (figure 20-a)
and in vivo studies (figure 20-b and c). This shows that the pH change in the formulations could
be conveniently resisted by incorporating buffers in the topical formulations rather than
preparing products with mere water and water miscible components (figure 20-b and c). The
duration that the buffer would sustain its pH by resisting the physiological driving depends on
the buffer capacity of the product.
Colorimetric studies offer a visual proof of concept. The universal indicator used in this study is
sensitive to any change in the pH range of 2-10. The buffer will impart a red color at pH less
than pH 5 and blue to purple coloration at pH >8. A drop of indicators incorporated in the cream
changed the color of the formulation corresponding to its original pH. The formulation was
applied on the human subjects and a real time change in the color was recorded. A set of
representative pictures are shown in figure 21.
In case of colorimetric study, the color change in formulations prepared using DI water adjusted
to pH 7 and pH 9 was distinct (figure 22). The color changed to orange from greenish yellow in
pH 7 product and to dark blue to orange in pH 9 formulation. In agreement with the study,
product adjusted to pH 4 did not show any noticeable change in the color. The control products
on the glass slide and on the cadaver skin did not change in color even after 3 hours.
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Figure 20: Change in pH of creams prepared by using buffers (a) by environment on cadaver
skin and glass plate (n=3); (b) on skin by healthy human subjects (n=6); and (c) pH of cream
recovered from healthy human subjects (n=6).
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Figure 21: Colorimetric real time kinetic studies to evaluate pH change during clinical studies
over period of 2 h.
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Figure 22: Colorimetric studies to evaluate visual proof of pH change during clinical studies
after 1 h application.
3.2.

Buffer capacity of the topical products.

Buffer capacity of solutions is generally determined by titration with acid/alkali. The
conventional definition of buffer capacity is “the amount of acid or alkali required to increase
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the pH of the test product by one unit. Generally, the buffer capacity is determined by titration
with acid/alkali. However, in case of topical products, titration would change the composition
and microstructure of the product leading to redistribution of contents between phases. Any
characterization performed on topical products should be nondestructive to the product
microstructure. Therefore, the conventional titration method was modified in which the pH
change resulting due to incorporation of small amount of strong acid or base was determined to
calculate the buffer capacity. The buffer capacity measurement kit utilized in this project
involves incorporation of prescribed amount of semisolid product into the vials precoated with
titrant materials. The pH change occurring due to equilibration with a known quantity of titrant
material was used to calculate the buffer capacity of the products. The buffer capacity of the
products adjusted to specific pH and the creams prepared with buffers are shown in the table
14. The buffer capacity of phosphate and borate buffered creams (F5 and F6 formulation
respectively) was 4 to 15 times greater than non-buffered creams. The study also reveals the
fact that a buffer capacity of 0.002 for lower strength reagent and 0.005 for higher strength
reagent is required to resist any pH change for about an hour due to physiological reaction.
Formulations
F1

Low
0.0008±0.00003

High
0.0019±0.00006

Average
0.001336±0.00005

F2

0.0007±0.00003

0.0008±0.00008

0.000753±0.00006

F3

0.0006±0.00010

0.0007±0.00007

0.000651±0.00009

F4

0.0014±0.00060

0.0010±0.00016

0.001219±0.00032

F5

0.0010±0.00007

0.0022±0.00010

0.001627±0.00009

F6

0.0042±0.00215

0.0061±0.00276

0.005159±0.00245

Table 14: Buffer capacity of creams formulation at low and high concentration of buffer titrant.
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Figure 23: Change in pH of topical products after 1 h under room environment condition (21°C
±2°C, 50%±20% RH) and in vivo skin application studies on human volunteers.
3.3.

pH change in drug products

A number of topical drug products were tested in human subjects to assess their ability to resist
the pH change on skin surface. The products were also subjected for buffer capacity
measurements. One of the branded acyclovir cream (zovirax) product has shown higher buffer
capacity (table 15), which resists pH change 1 h after application on skin. Generic product of
acyclovir at the same time showed a greater pH change 1 h after application on skin which
corresponds to its lower buffer capacity (figure 23). The pKa of acyclovir is 9.25 which support
the need for basic environment to remain in its unionized form. The buffer capacity when
evaluated was found to be higher for zovirax (buffer capacity (low) 0.0019±0.0058) as
compared to generic version aciclovir-1A (buffer capacity (low) 0.0003±0.00001). It has been
reported that zovirax has better in vitro performance profile than acilcovir-1A, thus in this case
buffer capacity of topical products can be a critical parameter and a contributing factor for their
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performances. Similarly, other products like lidocaine (pKa 8.98) having higher buffer capacity
(buffer capacity (low) 0.0065±0.01622) when applied on skin surface, the pH of formulation
unchanged. Lesser strength of buffer capacity might lead to ionization of drug molecules,
affecting the product performance, as it has been reported that un-ionized molecules penetrate
better than ionized molecules. It was observed that magnitude of change in pH of marketed
formulation was higher than the in-house creams. This difference in magnitude can be attributed
to complex composition and amount of excipient used in marketed formulations, whereas inhouse creams were prepared with simple composition. If the formulation has sufficient
buffering capacity as in case of zovirax (figure 23) the performance of the creams can be
enhanced. This resistance to change in pH after 1 h application on skin can be attributed to its
greater buffer capacity. Similarly, the different marketed creams products such as clotrimazole
(pKa 4.1), diclofenac (pKa 4.15) are acidic in nature thus they remain in unionized form on the
surface of skin after application causing lesser change in pH on application to skin of volunteers
as reported in figure 23.

Formulations
Clotrimazole

Low
0.0073±0.04719

High
0.0787±0.22143

Average
0.0430±0.13431

Diclofenac Sodium

0.0041±0.00117

0.0082±0.00183

0.0061±0.00150

Benadryl

0.0335±0.03624

0.0148±0.01173

0.0241±0.02398

Lidocaine

0.0065±0.01622

0.0094±0.00447

0.0014±0.01035

Zovirax (US)

0.0019±0.00581

0.0007±0.00012

0.0006±0.00297

Aciclovir IA Pharma

0.0003±0.00001

0.0005±0.00001

0.0004±0.00001

Table 15: Buffer capacity of topical products at low and high concentration of buffer titrant.
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On further analysis of buffer capacity of creams developed and its change in pH on skin after
application, a correlation was established between extent of pH change and buffer capacity in
one hour (figure 24-a and b). It was found that buffer capacity could be inversely correlated to
change in pH of product on skin. Higher buffer capacity has less change in pH 1 h after
application as shown in figure 24. This demonstrates the importance of buffering potential in
topical products in this case creams, which could impact the performance attribute of product.

a 3
y = 0.0005x-1.128
R² = 0.8236

Change in pH

2.5
2
1.5
1

Change in pH

b 1.6

0.5
0
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1
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0.2
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y = 0.4164x-0.152
R² = 0.7566

0.00 0.01 0.02 0.03 0.04 0.05
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Figure 24: Relationship between change in pH and buffer capacity of a) custom made creams
and; b) marketed products.
4.

Conclusion

Any change in the pH of aqueous phase in cream or any other topical products at the site of
application on skin could potentially alter its efficacy to deliver drugs into the skin. Altering pH
of the formulation is a protective mechanism of skin is a mechanism to protect from exposure
to extreme pH materials or environment. Often it could impact the delivery of drug form a
topical formulation across the skin. The formulation with significant buffering potential could
resist this physiological mechanism and sustain the formulation pH over prolonged time. When
a product with similar composition as that of reference product is prepared with exact same
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composition, it is expected to perform the same as reference product. However, if the reference
product has buffer and the generic product is made with deionized water replacing buffer (As it
generally does not appear on the package), the pH of the generic product would end up changing
within a short span of time , while the reference product sustaining its pH and favoring
permeation. This could lead to failure in bioequivalence of generic products. Therefore, the
formulations need to be characterized for buffer capacity as one of the critical quality attributes
of semisolid product.
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

Semisolid dosage forms are most widely used topical formulations, still the knowledge gap in
quality attributes of semisolid dosage form has been oversighted. The results of the first project
revealed that the Q1/Q2 similar semisolid topical cream formulation was influenced by critical
process parameters which can lead to a significant difference in Q3 characteristics. The
performance attributes are dependent on microstructural attributes (Q3) of the creams. The
difference in Q3 characteristics can influence the performance of the creams.
The results second project revealed that the systematic variations (NMT 5%) in surfactant of
Q1/Q2 similar semisolid topical cream formulation has influenced the performance parameter
and leads to a difference in efficacy. This study illustrated that within 5% variations in Tween
80 (Q2 same) for an emulsion can progressively influence the thermodynamic activity of drug.
The superiority of creams can be due to its increase in thermodynamic activity and rapid change
in metamorphosis. The change in thermodynamic activity and higher rate of increase in
thermodynamic potential during metamorphosis are thereby suggestive of a possible mechanism
whereby even NMT ±5% w/w changes in excipient could potentially alter the rate and extent of
bioavailability and performance of a hydrophilic compound in a topical emulsion. Our limited
results are thereby suggestive of a mechanism whereby changes within 5% of surfactant quantity
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could potentially alter the rate and extent of bioavailability and performance of a hydrophilic
compound in a topical emulsion.
The results of third project characterized buffering capacity of topical products as a critical
attribute that helps in protecting the products targeted therapeutic efficiency. Low or high
buffering capacity of formulation can result in different performance of the product as shown in
results of custom-made cream products, wherein the product with high buffering capacity has
maintained the pH of the product as compared to product with low buffering capacity.
Overcoming the skin physiological pH buffering potential can be beneficial for the efficient
therapies to reach its potential through topical route.
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CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY
Topical drug delivery such as creams and emulsions, are most widely used in the treatment of
skin diseases. It offers advantages such as non-invasiveness, direct drug delivery at the site of
action, patient compliance and lower cost of treatment. However, topical formulation
development face challenges in market in terms of critical evaluation parameters for
understanding the effect of manufacturing process variables, role of excipients and effect of its
compositions and skins buffering capacity. The objective of the first project was to investigate
the effect of different manufacturing process variables which can influence the microstructure
having similar qualitative and quantitative parameters (Q1 / Q2 same), followed by
understanding the correlation between these process parameters with performance of these
creams. The custom-made formulation with application of nile red for visualization of globule
size in o/w creams was used for this study. The results of the study revealed that the Q1/Q2
similar semisolid topical cream formulation was influenced by critical process parameters which
can lead to a significant difference in Q3 characteristics. The performance attributes are
dependent on microstructural attributes of the creams. The difference in Q3 characteristics can
influence the performance of the creams.
In second project, the custom-made cream formulations were prepared by varying the tween 80
quantitively (NMT ± 5 %) having with same process parameters such that they are
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compositionally identical. Surfactants are the most common inactive ingredient used in the
topical drug products. Surfactants in topical products play many functional roles such as
emulsifiers, permeation enhancers and solubilizers. This study was aimed to evaluate the
influence of incremental change in the concentration of a surfactant (tween 80) on the quality
attributes and performance of semisolid topical products. Four creams were prepared using same
protocol and were similar in composition except the concentration of tween 80, which increased
by 5% across SF1 to SF4. The quality attributes like globule size distribution, pH, drying rate,
texture properties, phase distribution and in-vitro permeation profile was characterized. The
critical quality attributes did not differ significantly across the set of products. However, there
was a significant difference in the permeation flux-time profile of the products. The permeation
flux (Jmax) varied from SF1 to SF4 (51.25 ± 35.29 to 307.98 ± 138.89 ng/cm2/h, respectively).
The reason for difference in performance of products despite having almost consistent quality
attributes was systematically investigated. One of the major reasons was found to be due to the
differences in thermodynamic activity and the rate of change of thermodynamic activity during
the process of evaporative metamorphosis. This study confirms that thermodynamic activity of
drug can be a critical quality attribute which can influence bioavailability and performance of a
topical drug product.
In third project, we evaluated buffer capacity of topical products on skin as a critical quality
attribute and impact of buffer capacity on the performance of topical products. In this project,
we investigated the buffer capacity of topical formulations as a critical parameter to improve and
develop the topical formulation for its maximum efficacy. Herein we found the effect of
buffering capacity of skin, altering the pH of formulation. We prepared creams of different pH
using DI water and buffers. We evaluated the pH of these creams after application and changes
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that can influence the performance of creams. This application is critical in terms of drug delivery
as non-ionized/ un-ionized drug permeate faster as compared to ionized drug on the site of
application. The creams which can resist the buffering potential of skin due to its own buffering
potential may perform better as may prevent the ionization of drug on skin surface post
application. We studied different pH behavior of topical product before and after application on
in vivo human volunteers. Any change in the pH of aqueous phase in cream or any other topical
products at the site of application on skin can alter its efficacy. Altering the pH of the formulation
is a protective mechanism of skin to protect our body from exogenous substances. This protective
mechanism can challenge the efficiency of drug products on application of product. Inducing a
buffering potential in the formulation can lead to resistance for change in the pH of the drug
product. The buffering capacity of formulations can be a critical attribute that helps in protecting
the products targeted therapeutic efficiency. Low or high buffering capacity of formulation can
result in different performance of the product as shown in results of custom-made cream
products, wherein the product with high buffering capacity has maintained the pH of the product
as compared to product with low buffering capacity. Overcoming the skin physiological pH
buffering potential can be beneficial for the efficient therapies to reach its potential through
topical route.

75

BIBLIOGRAPHY

76

1. Kalafa, E. G., Hixona, K. R., Kadakia, P. U., Dunn, A. J., & Sell, S. A. (2017). 9.1. 1 Skin
anatomy and physiology. Electrospun Materials for Tissue Engineering and Biomedical
Applications: Research, Design and Commercialization, 179.
2. Shah, V. P., Yacobi, A., Rădulescu, F. Ş., Miron, D. S., & Lane, M. E. (2015). A science
based approach to topical drug classification system (TCS). International journal of
pharmaceutics, 491(1-2), 21-25.
3. Chang, R. K., Raw, A., Lionberger, R., & Yu, L. (2013). Generic development of topical
dermatologic products: formulation development, process development, and testing of
topical dermatologic products. The AAPS journal, 15(1), 41-52.
4. CDER

Data

Standard

Manual-

Dosage

Form

http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/DevelopmentApprovalProcess/FormsSubmissionRequirements/
ElectronicSubmissions/DataStandardsManualmonographs/ucm071666.htm
5. Pharmaceutical Equivalence of Topical Dosage Forms, a presentation by R. Lionberger:
http://www.fda.gov/ohrms/dockets/ac/05/…/2005-4137S2_04_Lionberger.ppt
6. Topical Drug Products Regulatory Requirements (USA), a presentation by Vinod P. Shah:
http://www.ipapharma.org/pdf/speaker/1.02%20Vinod%20Shah%20topical.pdf
7. Inactive

Ingredient

Search

for

Approved

Drug

Products

webpage:

http://www.accessdata.fda,gov/scripts/cder/iig/index.cfm
8. Chang D, Chang RK. Review of current issues in pharmaceutical excipients. Pharm Tech.
2007;31(5):56–66. [Google Scholar]
9. Guidance for Industry, Nonsterile Semisolid Dosage Forms Scale-Up and Post approval
77

Changes: Chemistry, Manufacturing, and Controls; In Vitro Release Testing and In Vivo
Bioequivalence

Document:

http://www.fda.gov/downloads/Drugs/GuidanceComplianceRegularotyInformation/Guidan
ces/UCM070930.pdf
10. Mahalingan R, Li X, Jasti B, “Semisolid dosages: ointments, creams, and gels,” in
Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Handbook: Production and Processes, Edited by Shayne Cox
Gad, Wiley, New York 2007.
11. Yourick JJ, Jung CT, Bronaugh RL. In vitro and in vivo percutaneous absorption of retinol
from cosmetic formulations: significance of the skin reservoir and prediction of systemic
absorption.

Tocicol

Appl

Pharmacol.

2008;231(1):117–121.

doi:

10.1016/j.taap.2008.04.006. [PubMed] [CrossRef] [Google Scholar]
12. Varvaresou A. Percutaneous absorption of organic sunscreens. J Cosmet Dermatol.
2006;5(1):53–57. doi: 10.1111/j.1473-2165.2006.00223.x. [PubMed] [CrossRef] [Google
Scholar]
13. “Topical and Transdermal Drug Products—Product Quality Tests”, Pharmaceutical Forum,
2009; Vol. 35(3), 1–10, May–June.
14. Buhse, L., Kolinski, R., Westenberger, B., Wokovich, A., Spencer, J., Chen, C. W., . . .
Kibbe, A. (2005). Topical drug classification. International journal of pharmaceutics,
295(1), 101-112.

78

15. Chang, R.-K., Raw, A., Lionberger, R., & Yu, L. (2013a). Generic development of topical
dermatologic products, part II: quality by design for topical semisolid products. The AAPS
journal, 15(3), 674-683.
16. Chang, R.-K., Raw, A., Lionberger, R., & Yu, L. (2013b). Generic development of topical
dermatologic products: formulation development, process development, and testing of
topical dermatologic products. The AAPS journal, 15(1), 41-52.
17. Crcarevska, M. S., Dimitrovska, A., Sibinovska, N., Mladenovska, K., Raicki, R. S., &
Dodov, M. G. (2015). Implementation of quality by design principles in the development of
microsponges as drug delivery carriers: Identification and optimization of critical factors
using multivariate statistical analyses and design of experiments studies. International
journal of pharmaceutics, 489(1), 58-72.
18. Kwak, M.-S., Ahn, H.-J., & Song, K.-W. (2015). Rheological investigation of body cream
and body lotion in actual application conditions. Korea-Australia Rheology Journal, 27(3),
241-251. doi:10.1007/s13367-015-0024-x
19. Lashmar, U. T., Richardson, J. P., & Erbod, A. (1995). Correlation of physical parameters
of an oil in water emulsion with manufacturing procedures and stability. International
journal

of

pharmaceutics,

125(2),

315-325.

doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0378-

5173(95)00149-D
20. Murthy, R., Rangappa, S., Repka, M. A., Vanaja, K., Shivakumar, H. N., & Murthy, S. N.
(2017). Infrared thermal measurement method to evaluate the skin cooling effect of topical

79

21. products and the impact of microstructure of creams. Journal of Drug Delivery Science and
Technology, 39, 296-299. doi:https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jddst.2017.04.015
22. Nagelreiter, C., Raffeiner, S., Geyerhofer, C., Klang, V., & Valenta, C. (2013). Influence of
drug content, type of semisolid vehicle and rheological properties on the skin penetration of
the model drug fludrocortisone acetate. International journal of pharmaceutics, 448(1), 305312.
23. Oliveira, M. B., Calixto, G., Graminha, M., Cerecetto, H., González, M., & Chorilli, M.
(2015). Development, characterization, and in vitro biological performance of fluconazoleloaded microemulsions for the topical treatment of cutaneous leishmaniasis. BioMed
research international, 2015.
24. PCE, A. (2015). Manual-Colorimeter PCE-CSM 1, PCE-CSM 2 and PCECSM4. Retrieved
10.01.2017

https://www.pce-instruments.com/us/slot/11/download/2239824/manual-

colorimeter-pce-csm-1-2-4.pdf
25. Raney, S. G., Franz, T. J., Lehman, P. A., Lionberger, R., & Chen, M.-L. (2015).
Pharmacokinetics-Based
Dermatological

Drug

Approaches
Products.

for

Clinical

doi:10.1007/s40262-015-0292-0

80

Bioequivalence

Evaluation

Pharmacokinetics,

54(11),

of

Topical

1095-1106.

26. Tamburic, S., Craig, D., Vuleta, G., & Milic, J. (1996). An investigation into the use of
thermorheology and texture analysis in the evaluation of W/O creams stabilized with a
silicone emulsifier. Pharmaceutical development and technology, 1(3), 299-306.
27. Tamburic, S., Craig, D. Q. M., Vuleta, G., & Milic, J. (1996). A comparison of electrical and
rheological techniques for the characterisation of creams. International journal of
pharmaceutics, 137(2), 243-248. doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/0378-5173(96)04528-0
28. Chang RK, Raw A, Lionberger R, Yu L. Generic development of topical dermatologic
products: formulation development, process development, and testing of topical
dermatologic products. The AAPS journal. 2013 Jan 1;15(1):41-52.
29. Braddy AC, Davit BM, Stier EM, Conner DP. Survey of international regulatory
bioequivalence recommendations for approval of generic topical dermatological drug
products. The AAPS journal. 2015 Jan 1;17(1):121-33.
30. Shah VP, Yacobi A, Rădulescu FŞ, Miron DS, Lane ME. A science based approach to topical
drug classification system (TCS). International journal of pharmaceutics. 2015 Aug 1;491(12):21-5.
31. Miranda M, Sousa JJ, Veiga F, Cardoso C, Vitorino C. Bioequivalence of topical generic
products. Part 2. Paving the way to a tailored regulatory system. European Journal of
Pharmaceutical Sciences. 2018 Jul 4.

81

32. Tiffner KI, Kanfer I, Augustin T, Raml R, Raney SG, Sinner F. A comprehensive approach
to qualify and validate the essential parameters of an in vitro release test (IVRT) method for
acyclovir cream, 5%. International journal of pharmaceutics. 2018 Jan 15;535(1-2):217-27.
33. Kulkarni VS, Shaw C. Essential Chemistry for Formulators of Semisolid and Liquid
Dosages. Academic Press; 2015 Oct 15.
34. Marto J, Ascenso A, Simoes S, Almeida AJ, Ribeiro HM. Pickering emulsions: challenges
and opportunities in topical delivery. Expert opinion on drug delivery. 2016 Aug
2;13(8):1093-107.
35. Callender SP, Mathews JA, Kobernyk K, Wettig SD. Microemulsion utility in
pharmaceuticals:

Implications

for

multi-drug

delivery.

International

journal

of

pharmaceutics. 2017 Jun 30;526(1-2):425-42.
36. Azum N, Rub MA, Asiri AM, Bawazeer WA. Micellar and interfacial properties of
amphiphilic drug–non-ionic surfactants mixed systems: Surface tension, fluorescence and
UV–vis studies. Colloids and Surfaces A: Physicochemical and Engineering Aspects. 2017
Jun 5;522:183-92.
37. Saavedra LC, Gómez EM, Oliveira RG, Fernández MA. Aggregation behaviour and
solubilization capability of mixed micellar systems formed by a gemini lipoamino acid and
a non-ionic surfactant. Colloids and Surfaces A: Physicochemical and Engineering Aspects.
2017 Nov 20;533:41-7.

82

38. Chang RK, Raw A, Lionberger R, Yu L. Generic development of topical dermatologic
products, part II: quality by design for topical semisolid products. The AAPS journal. 2013
Jul 1;15(3):674-83.
39. Crcarevska MS, Dimitrovska A, Sibinovska N, Mladenovska K, Raicki RS, Dodov MG.
Implementation of quality by design principles in the development of microsponges as drug
delivery carriers: Identification and optimization of critical factors using multivariate
statistical analyses and design of experiments studies. International journal of pharmaceutics.
2015 Jul 15;489(1-2):58-72.
40. Oliveira MB, Calixto G, Graminha M, Cerecetto H, González M, Chorilli M. Development,
characterization, and in vitro biological performance of fluconazole-loaded microemulsions
for the topical treatment of cutaneous leishmaniasis. BioMed research international.
2015;2015.
41. Tamburic S, Craig DQ, Vuleta G, Milic J. A comparison of electrical and rheological
techniques for the characterisation of creams. International journal of pharmaceutics. 1996
Jun 28;137(2):243-8.
42.

Kwak MS, Ahn HJ, Song KW. Rheological investigation of body cream and body lotion in
actual application conditions. Korea-Australia Rheology Journal. 2015 Aug 1;27(3):241-51.

43. G. Yosipovitch, H. Maibach, Skin surface pH: A protective acid mantle: An acidic skinsurface pH promotes barrier function and fights infection, Cosmetics and toiletries, 111
(1996) 101-102.

83

44. H. Lambers, S. Piessens, A. Bloem, H. Pronk, P. Finkel, Natural skin surface pH is on
average below 5, which is beneficial for its resident flora, International journal of cosmetic
science, 28 (2006) 359-370.
45. S.M. Ali, G. Yosipovitch, Skin pH: from basic science to basic skin care, Acta dermatovenereologica, 93 (2013) 261-269.
46. F. Rippke, V. Schreiner, H. Schwanitz, The acidic milieu of the horny layer/new findings on
physiology and pathophysiology of the skin ph-value, Dermatosen in Beruf und Umwelt, 47
(1999) G 230-G 245.
47. P. ELSNER, H.I. MAIBACH, The Effect of Prolonged Drying on Transepidermal Water
Loss, Capacitance and pH of Human Vulvar aid Forearm Skin, Acta Derm Venereol
(Stockh), 70 (1990) 105-109.
48. G. Yosipovitch, E. Tur, G. Morduchowicz, G. Boner, Skin surface pH, moisture, and pruritus
in haemodialysis patients, Nephrology Dialysis Transplantation, 8 (1993) 1129-1132.
49. J. Parra, M. Paye, EEMCO guidance for the in vivo assessment of skin surface pH, Skin
Pharmacology and Physiology, 16 (2003) 188-202.
50. T.-X. Xiang, Y.-H. Xu, B. Anderson, The barrier domain for solute permeation varies with
lipid bilayer phase structure, The Journal of membrane biology, 165 (1998) 77-90.
51. J. Ring, B. Eberlein-König, T. Schäfer, J. Huss-Marp, U. Darsow, M. Möhrenschlager, H.
Behrendt, Skin surface pH, stratum corneum hydration, trans-epidermal water loss and skin

84

52. roughness related to atopic eczema and skin dryness in a population of primary school
children: clinical report, Acta Dermatology-Venerology, 80 (2000) 188-191.
53. P.M. Krien, M. Kermici, Evidence for the existence of a self-regulated enzymatic process
within the human stratum corneum–an unexpected role for urocanic acid, Journal of
investigative dermatology, 115 (2000) 414-420.
54. I.H. Blank, Measurement of pH of the Skin Surface: IV. Daily Variations for Adult Females
with No Apparent Skin Lesions, Journal of Investigative Dermatology, 2 (1939) 235-242.

85

VITA
Academics:
2015 – 2019: Ph.D., Pharmaceutical Sciences, University of Mississippi, Oxford, MS, USA
2010 – 2012: M. Pharm. (Honors), Pharmaceutics, Rajiv Gandhi Proudyogiki
Vishwavidyalaya, Bhopal, India
2006 – 2010: B. Pharmacy, Osmania University Hyderabad, India

1.

2.

3.

4.
5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

Achievements:
Recipient of 2018 AAPS best abstract award on a project titled “Development and
Validation of a Sensitive Bioanalytical Method for Quantitative Determination of
Resiniferatoxin in Rat Plasma Using LC-MS/MS”, AAPS PharmSci 360, Washington,
D.C.
Recipient of 2018 ADDF Young Investigator Award on a project titled “Effect of
Resiniferatoxin, a TrpV1 Receptor Agonist on Neuronal Cells and evaluating its
Invitro Neurotrophic Activity for Neurodegenerative Disorders”, Annual Drug
Discovery for Neurodegeneration Conference, Washington, D.C.
Recipient of 2017 AAPS Graduate Student Research Award in Manufacturing Science
and Engineering on a project titled “The Systematic Influence of Changes in
Manufacturing Process Variables on the Microstructure and Performance of Topical
Emulsions”, San Diego, CA.
Executive Officer-Treasurer of Graduate Student Council of The University of
Mississippi for the year 2017-2018.
Student Representative of Graduate Student Body, School of Pharmacy, The University
of Mississippi in Information Resources and Computing Committee (IRC) for the year
2016-2018.
Recipient of AAPS Travelship Award 2016 in CPTR section on a project titled
“Formulation development of Resiniferatoxin nanovesicles for topical delivery in
neuropathic pain management”, Denver, CO.
Recipient of Pre-Doctoral Neuroscience fellowship grant (R03) from Center of
Biomedical Research Excellence, Center of Research Excellence Natural Products
Neuroscience (CORE-NPN)” on “A novel intravenous formulation of Exendin-4 for
treatment of Parkinson’s Disease” 2015-2016 funded by grant number (P20GM104932)
and the National Institute of General Medical Sciences (NIGMS), a component of the
National Institutes of Health (NIH).
Recipient of Graduate Student Council (GSC) Research Grant from The University of
Mississippi on “Formulation development of resiniferatoxin nanovesicles for
transdermal delivery in neuropathic pain management” 2015-2016 funded by the
Office of Research and Sponsored Programs (ORSP), University of Mississippi.
Recipient of Prime Minister Scholarship (2006-10) and All India Council Technical
Education (AICTE)-Graduate Pharmacy Aptitude Test (GPAT) Qualified with All
86

India Rank-797.
Work Experience:
• Tergus Pharma, Durham, NC, USA
1. Development and evaluation of topical drug products in in-vitro and ex-vivo model’s for
safety and efficacy testing (Target engagement studies, IVPT, irritation testing and toxicity
studies).
• The University of Mississippi, School of Pharmacy, Oxford, MS, USA
1. Transdermal delivery and pharmacokinetic evaluation of 17-Hydroxyprogesterone caproate
using niosomes for minimizing of preterm birth defect”.
2. Trans-ungual delivery of a novel antifungal molecule AR-12.
3. Formulation development and pharmacokinetics of resiniferatoxin nano-vesicles for
transdermal delivery and in vitro/ in vivo evaluation for neuropathic pain management.
4. Critical quality evaluation of process variables (Q1/Q2 similar) on microstructure and
performance of semisolid dosage forms (creams).
5. A novel intravenous formulation development of Exendin-4 for treatment of Parkinson’s
disease.
6. Studying the effect of Resiniferatoxin for its in vitro neurotrophic activity in treatment of
neuro-degenerative disorders.
7. Critical evaluation of quantitative variation of excipients like surfactants (Q1/Q2/Q3
similar) on quality and performance of semisolid dosage forms (creams).
8. Formulation and development of characterization method for topical foam for treatment of
burns.
• Plex Pharmaceuticals Inc., San Diego, CA, USA (Internship, May 2017 to August 2017)
1. Drug discovery and formulation development, compound screening in biochemical and
cell-based assays, assay development for further characterization of compounds.
• National Institute of Nutrition- (NIN), Hyderabad, India (February 2013 to January
2015) - Technical Assistant
1. Assessment of safety and distribution profile of pharmaceuticals, biopharmaceuticals and
natural products.
2. In vitro and in vivo pre-clinical toxicity evaluation of pharmaceuticals, biopharmaceuticals
and natural products.
3. Quantitative detection of heavy metals and phthalates in formulation, toys and food
products.
• Sipra Labs, Hyderabad, India (June 2012 to February 2013)-Project Assistant
1.Pre-Clinical Evaluation, Pharmacokinetics, and Toxicity study of various Drugs, Biopharmaceuticals, and genetically modified (GM) products.
• Industrial Training
1. Biocon- Syngene International Limited, Bangalore, India (Intern)-Summer 2009
2. Sipra Labs, Hyderabad, India Role: Project Trainee- Summer 2008

87

